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Definitions: 

o Genotype is a genetic test that produces a unique genetic profile of an animal 

o Parentage Verification involves comparing the Genotype of an animal to the Genotypes of 

its parents to verify that animal’s parentage 

What is needed for a Genotype: 

o An application is completed on line or on paper 

o A sample of the animal’s tail hairs is collected and mailed to the lab along with necessary pa-

perwork 

o The roots of the hairs are used by lab technicians to run the test 

o A unique genetic profile or “genetic fingerprint” is created 

o The results of the test are mailed or emailed to the person requesting the test and to the ADCA 

Registrar  

What is needed for Parentage Verification: 

o An application is completed on line or on paper 

o Genotypes of the animal to be verified and both its parents must be on file at the same lab 

o Professional lab technicians compare all three genotypes together 

o An analysis is done to determine if the animal’s genotype compares positively with those of 

both parents 

o The results of the test are mailed or emailed to the person requesting the test and to the ADCA 

Registrar 

ADCA approved labs: 

o TAM (Texas A and M) 

o UCD (University of California, Davis) 

What Does the Testing Cost: 

o Genotypes costs $25.00 per animal 

o Parentage Verifications are free if the genotype of the animal being tested and the parents are 

already on file 

o If you must transfer a genotype from one lab to another in order to have all genotypes at the 

same lab, there is a transfer fee.  Each lab has its own procedures for doing this 

How to get your animal Genotyped: 

o Choose a lab 

o Follow these instructions on the ADCA website for UCD 

o Follow these instructions on the ADCA website for TAM 

Genotype and Parentage Verification:  An Overview 

 

http://www.dextercattle.org/adca/ucd/UCDavisProceduresFinal.pdf
http://www.dextercattle.org/pdf/forms/A&M%2Bnew%2Btest%2Bform%2B2%5B1%5D.pdf

