
The Dexter Bulletin 
Volume 37- No.2 March I April, 1997 

Little Dexters a big boon to couple 
by Kay Danielson 

Big isn't always better~ sometimes 
small is smarter. 

That's how Nanette and Gary Webb 
of Benton see things. 

They even ·set up a stall at the 
Arkansas State Fair to educate the 
public about their little Dexter cattle. 

"We. got started with the Dexters 
about three years ago," said Nanette 
Webb. "Our daughter raised 
Simmentals for the 4-H program, but I 
wanted to work with cattle too, and 
needed something easier to handle." 

The Webbs think they found the 
answer with the small cows. 

Considered a miniature and. rare 
breed, Dexters originated in 1820s 
Ireland. Imported to the United States 
in the early 1900s they only number 
about 600 registered animals today. 

According to the American Dexter 
Cattle Association, bull standards at 
three years old should not exceed 1,000 
pounds live weight or 44 inches height, 
with cows at 750 pounds and 42 inches. 

The Webbs fe-el the small cattle 
have a lot of potential. "The Dexters do 
well on marginal land and are adapted 
to hot and cold climates. They are 
perfect for limited acreage," said Gary. 

Estimating the Dexter consumes 
about half of what an Angus or Hereford 
requires, the smaller breed does well on 
half an acre of good green grass per 
animal or 12-15 pounds of hay and a 
little grain per day. 

The Webbs grow most of their own 
food and like the amount of meat the 
Dexter provides- "It doesn't overfill the 
freezer," said Nanette, who also plans to 
start collecting the expected 1 Yz to 2 Yz 
gallons of tnilk per day from her 
animals. 

According to breeder Bob Friedl of 
Marshall, most of the Dexters are black 
with smaller numbers in red. They 
have "longleg and shortleg" types and 
have horns but some are being 
dehorned without show penalty. 

Recently, polled cattle also have 
become available. 

Another asset the Webbs see is for 
participation of younger kids in the 
junior programs. 

"We had a 3-year-old show one of 
the Dexters at the county fair," said 
Nanette, who also takes her 5-month
old Dexter, "Willow" to give programs 
to local school children. 

President of the Saline County 

presents a classroom program that 
educates the kids about the work 
involved in producing beef. 

"I stress the care, feeding and 
medicine the cattle require,'' she said. 
Additionally, she illustrates how 
everyday items as diverse as film, 
cosmetics, cake mixes, pasta, drugs, 
hydraulic brake fluid and steel ball 
bearings all contain by-products from 
the cow. 

The Webbs are encouraged by the 
amount of interest the Dexters generated 
at the fair, and they plan to expand thei' 
herd. 

Article courtesy of Arkansas Fmmer, 
December 1996. More about the Arkansas 

Sunny Smith showing Willow. 
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From the President 
We're still in the middle of our moving 

experience, and traveling back and forth from 
here to our future home in Missouri is 
keeping us very busy. 

If you haven 't already done so, please 
send your suggestions for the agenda at the 
AGM to me as soon as possible. These will 
be published in the next issue of the Bulletin. 

I hope that everyone that plans to attend 
the AGM at Calgary has made reservations, 
otherwise you may be too late. Plans are for 
the one in '98 to be held in Region 8. 

See you at the AGM! 
R.S. "Shep" Springer 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 
f}nli.ne. 

Some information for those attending the 
AGM in Calgary: 

All the events are on Stampede grounds. 
Different pancake breakfasts happen around 
town. The best way to get to the Stampede is 
by bus or Light Rail Transit. There is limited 
parking available. People that live in the 
Stampede Park area probably charge $10 to 
let you park on their lawn or driveway. 

Rates of exchange as of January 9, 1997-
1 U.S. dollar buys you $1.33 Canadian. Your 
best exchange rates are at the bank. 
Merchants at stores give you lower rates 
because of the fluctuating exchange rates on 
the market. 

At the Stampede 
Rodeo, chuckwagon races, grandstand 

show, fireworks nightly. 
Midway - rides, games of skill and luck, 

lots of food, Indian village. 
Roundup Center - various sellers of 

wares - food shredders/slicers to arts to 
kitchen knives to polishes, jewellry - the 
whole gamut. There are also various arts and 
crafts on display in one of the buildings. 

Other sights around the Calgary area 
Calgary Tower is right downtown, is a 

rotating viewing area and restaurant about 
600 feet high. 

There's trout fishing downstream from 
Calgary on the Bow River. 

Banff is just over an hour to the west in 
the Rocky Mountains. It's a little tourist 
place and it's a popular place to go skiing in 

the winter as there are several ski resorts 
nearby. 

Calgary Zoo just a little way from 
downtown. 

The badlands and Tyrell Museum at 
Drumheller - I Y2 hours northeast. You' ll see 
the hoodoos and dinosaur bones, etc. 

Heritage Park - days . gone by - old 
buildings from Alberta and various stores, 
steam train rides, and paddlewheeler rides. 
Some of the history of Alberta. 

Fort Macleod- 1 Y2 hours to the south on 
Highway 2. The first Fort built by the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police - then known as 
the North West Mounted Police. 

In addition to the horse and cattle barns 
- there are daily shows and demonstrations of 
the various breeds that are there during the 
week. ii 

jf rom tbt ~bttor 
My first calf of this year was a heifer, 

which I've been told portends good luck and 
more heifers to come. 

It wasn' t luck but a postal scan that 
revealed 40 incorrect addresses and so those 
members were sent their last issue of ·the 
Bulletin by first class mail and notified. I 
hope that solves any mailing problems but I 
wouldn't bet on it. 

I want to thank everyone that contributed 
to this issue and I also appreciate the notes 
and nice comments some of you have sent. 

If there is such a thing, my position in 
regards to Dexters is being. totally partial. 
One doesn't own Dexters just for the gold. I 
think it's great that members care enough to 
want to offer their ideas to improve the breed 
or assist the Association, just don't lose 
perspective that the silver-lining of having 
Dexters is the enjoyment and pleasure you 
receive from them. As the days get longer 
and the sun warmer, take the time to stand in 
the middle of your pasture and watch the 
cattle frolic and kick up their heels. Feel the 
southern breezes blowing away the brown of 
winter across the returning green of spring 
grass and if you're real quiet, you' ll hear the 
serenity and the reason for why you're there. 

Good calving and the luck of the Irish to 
you all! 

Richard Henry 

Page 3 

1997 Annual 
ADCA Meeting, 

Show & Sale 
Calgary, Canada 

~ ~ 



Page4 The Dexter Bulletin 

HITCH YOUR DEXTER TO A DONKEY 
by Wes Patton 

Many of you take the time to either 
"imprint" your calves at birth, or start 
working with them at a very early age to 
make them easy to halter train. 
Unfortunately, some of us don' t take the 
time, or have a thousand excuses why 
we overlook this task while it is still 
easy. It is evident at the shows that not 
everyone has the halter training 
complete on every animal. Dexter 
breeders are not the only ones who look 
for an easy answer to the initial halter 
training of the animal that has escaped 
calfhood before getting their first 
lesson. 

Recently, I had an opportunity to 
borrow the use of a character named 
Bryson who makes that first encounter 
a lot less traumatic on the owner. 
Bryson belongs to a local high school 
FF A chapter who inherited him from a 
local Limousine breeder who went out 
of the business. Bryson, fondly named 
after the vice-principle of the high 
school, is a donkey. He is not young, 
nor pretty, but he is a pro at teaching 
that unwilling bovine how to respect 
the halter. He learned by being 
attached to 2 year old Limousine bulls; 
it was him or them, and he always 
won. 

Bryson is equipped with a neck 
collar with a D-ring in it to tie the 
halter through. He is led up to the 
chute and the trainee's halter is tied 
through the ring with 18" to 36" of 
rope between them. Then the calf is 
released from the chute and the two 
begin dance lessons (see photo 1). As 
the calf tries to run away, Bryson 
assumes the donkey position by 
planting his front feet and squatting 
down behind The calf soon realizes 
that he can't get away and the two are 
left alone to get acquainted (photo 2). 

Twelve hours later the two have 
called a truce. The calf has gotten over 
being frightened and has gotten tired, 
so he lays down. Not so, with Bryson, 
however. A loose lead rope (photo 3) 
is a good indication of the respect the 

calf now has for the halter rope and 
what is on the other end of it. A sure 
sign is when the two share a flake of hay 
(photos 4 and 5). 

The next twelve hours begin the 
leading portion of the training. 
Donkeys are not known for nonsense or 
wasted energy, so when Bryson leads 
out the calf soon learns to follow. If he 
doesn't, a little nip here and a kick 
there, soon gets the point across. At the 
end of the 24 hour period, the calf 
respects the donkey, but still doesn't 
know you. The best thing here is to lead 
the donkey by his halter from the 
opposite side the calf is on. Soon, the 
donkey, the calf and you are all making 
laps of the corral. Stopping and starting 
are important during this time. 

The calf should be tied to a fence or 
post as it is released from the donkey. It 

acquainted with you. You have 
probably all been at this stage 
before, so do what you always do to 
finish the calfs training. 

A word of caution. Not all 
donkeys are Brysons. You need to 
get one that is easy for you to 
handle. A wild adopted burro from 
the Bureau of Land Management 
program in Nevada might not fit 
the bill. Also, even some tame 
donkeys can be too rough on the 
cattle and won't work either. But, 
if you hitch your Dexter to the right 
one, your troubles are half over. If 
you check around the neighborhood 
(or just listen on a still morning) 
you can probably locate one of 
Bryson's relatives who is looking 
for work. 

Photographs courtesy of Wes 

The two begin dance lessons. 
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2. The calf soon realizes that he can' t get away and the two 
are left alone to get acquainted. 

4. 
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3. A loose lead rope is a good indication of the respect 
the calf now bas for the halter rope and what is on the 
other end end of it. 

5. 
Bryson and calf sharing a flake of bay. 
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Achondroplasia, some observations. 
by Fred Chesterley 

I had the good fortune to attend a 
session on Dexter genetics some years 
ago at Chico, CA. The speakers were 
both geneticists and one spoke on 
Dextet genetics, the other on embryo 
transfers, etc. Dr. Daley opened his 
presentation by stating that the true 
Dexter is a dwarf and that the 
proportionate offspring are Kerrys. His 
closing remark was that if we wanted a 
small animal that bred true, take the 
proportionate and breed down, we will 
never get there with dwarfs. 

Generalizations are always 
dangerous. Rule 1 should read: not all 
plasiacs (anchondroplasiacs short form) 
are dwarfs and not all small are 
plasiacs! Not long ago I was talking to 
a breeder who said that he had bred a 
dwarf to a proportionate and got a 
bulldog, which in his opinion proved 
that one dwarf can produce a bulldog. 
His conclusion is wrong, what he did 
was cross two plasiacs, one dwarf and 
one large, and he got his bulldog. 

Perhaps it will help if I express how 
I see the inheritance of plasia - a 
layman's view. Each individual has two 
strands of DNA On the strands are 
genes, some genes affect a single aspect 
and some have multiple duties. When 
an egg is fertilized it starts out with four 
strands of DNA, two from each parent. 
The next step is reduction division 
wherein a strand from each parent is 
discarded so that the new individual has 
only two strands. It is on the basis of 
this reduction division that we are able 
to develop Holsteins and Scotch 
Highlands or Angus and Jerseys. Now 
with a plasiac, one strand is missing the 
gene for bone growth. In the following 
illustrations I'm going to use numbers 1 
thru 4 for the four strands of DNA and 
·a B for the bone growth gene that is 
functioning and a zero "0" to designate 
the missing or nonfunctioning bone 
growth gene. Note, a bulldog is a fetus 
that has two defective bone growth 
genes and would be represented with 
"00". 

DNA strands from the bull 
lB 2B 

3B BB BB 

DNA 
from the 
cow 

BO BO 
40 

In the above illustration you have 
what the breeder claimed he had done, 
that is cross a proportionate and a dwarf 
or plasiac and he got a bulldog. Strands 
1 and 3 gives us a proportionate fetus as 
does strands 2 and 3. Strands I and 4 
and 2 and 4 gives us plasiacs. There is 
no way you can get a 00 or bulldog 
from this mating. 

With the illustration below we mate 
two plasiacs: 

Bull 
lB 20 

3B BB BO 
proportionatE dwarf 

Cow 

BO 00 
dwaif Bingo a 

bulldog 40 

If we had 1000 Dexter plasiac cows 
bred to plasiac bulls we would expect to 
get 25% non plasiac, 50% plasiacs and 
25% bulldogs. In a way we can 
compare it with a pin ball machine. 
The payout is set, you may know what 
the chances are but you don't know 
when you'll hit the jack pot. 

One might ask why there are so few 
large Dexter plasiacs? When the 
original selection was made, the 
requirement was that they be dwarfs. 
The founders had little or no knowledge 
of genetics and until the Dexters were 
selected and required that Dexter had to 
be used in breeding, a bulldog was 

unknown. The Kerry breeders had 
always used Kerry bulls on their dwarf 
cows. We know now that any two 
animals that produce a bulldog are both 
plasiacs regardless of their size. 

Some breeders would like to follow 
Dr. Daley's advise and breed down their 
proportionate animals, thus getting a 
small animal that breeds true. After all, 
Dexters are not a breed, the best we can 
say for them is that they are an exclusive 
gene pool, nothing more. This poses a 
problem, if we are successful in down 
sizing (this sounds like business talk) to 
animals that are non-plasiacs and small, 
what are they? Dr. Daley would answer, 
they are Kerrys. There are no easy 
answers. 

It wasn't too many years ago a 
member at the annual meeting moved 
that the word dwarf be stricken from our 
vocabulary when speaking of Dexters. 
Saner heads prevailed and it was voted 
down. Can you imagine telling a 
prospective buyer that some Dexters 
have Anchondroplasia. What's that, is 
it contagious, you mean they don't breed 
true, --ugh! 

The very finest Dex'ters are 
available on AI, or are they? That 
certainly should be the case, but is it 
true and how do you find out? When I 
wrote to sellers, one took eight months 
to answer, a second took a month and 
answered none of the questions, a third 
did not answer and the fourth took 
three weeks and answered everything. 
But you are still getting the seller's sales 
pitch. Few if any will tell you that their 
bull was born with a gimpy leg, which 
his mother had, and the reason they had 
him drawn was his lovely smile. Do you 
know which bull on AI is advertised as 
proportionate and isn't, which throw the 
largest calves, which the smallest, etc. 
How can you improve your herd when 
you are a practicing ignoramus? 

There are far fewer sellers than 
there are buyers of semen. Isn't it time 
that the users pool their knowledge to 

Continued next page 7 
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.... some observations. 
Continued 
to the benefit of all? A questionnaire 
would work and is easily enforced -
when you apply for registering a calf 
from AI you won't get a certificate until 
the secretary has received the completed 
questionnaire. Another, but less 
onerous approach would be to have an 
AI users session at every annual 
meeting. There the users could tell 
what the good and the bad they had 
gotten from each bull used. This 
recorded and packets made and these 
available to the members requesting the 
information. While this might not be 
perfect, it is a step in the right direction 
and slowly we would get these 
evaluations from members all over 
North America. 

I have had a number of members 
complain that the ADCA doesn' t give 
its members any help. In answer some 
say we should have information 
available on feeds and feeding, and on 
health. That isn 't the help they want, it 
is available in the local library. They 
want to know how to distinguish 
between a plasiac and a non plasiac, 
what is or how does one select a good 
plasiac bull, how does. one get good 
information about bulls on AI. That 
isn't available in the library and yes, we 
do need to provide that information. • 

The cost of a cow 
by Carol Davidson 

If cows were sold by car dealers, 
the bill would look something like this: 
Basic cow $499.95 
Extra stomachs $280.00 
Two-tone exterior $142.00 
Produce storage compartment $126.50 
Heavy duty hay chopper $189.50 
Four spigot/high output drain system 

$385.20 
Automatic fly swatter $ 89.50 
Genuine cowhide upholstery $279.00 
Deluxe dual horns $ 59.25 
Automatic fertilizer attachment $339.40 
4 x 4 traction drive assembly $584.25 
Pre-delivery wash and comb $69.80 
SUGGESTED LIST PRICE 

(including options) $3043.35 
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ARKANSAS DEXTERS PARlY TILL THE COWS COME HOME 
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This year our Arkansas Dexters as 
the theme says Partied till the Cows 
Came Home. In October we took three 
Dexters to the Arkansas State Fair. We 
were not sure how we would be 
accepted. But once there the only 
problems were getting to rest. We 
arrived at the fair on Thursday, while 
trying to unload and get set up we were 
continually being stopped and asked 
about our Dexters. 

We used the Dexter Association 
banner which was a big help. An 
information table was set up with 
Dexter photos and pamplets. When we 
left on Sunday, I did not have a pamplet 
one left. 

A reporter also interviewed us, with 
the possibility of having a story in the 
Arkansas Farmer and the Arkansas 
Cattle Business. 

We had a great time at the State 
Fair showing and talking about Dexters. 
If anyone would like to attend the 
Arkansas State Fair next year the dates 
will be October 16-19 and for more 
information please contact us and we 
will be happy to help. 

Our Dexters also attended the 
Saline County Fair in September. At 
the County Fair we had a breed show. 

As you can see on the front cover a three 
year old helped show. She was the hit 
of the entire Show. Sunny Smith won 
BEST OF SHOW with 5 month old 
Willow. I really think that the Judge 
was Bribed by her smile. 

While at the County Fair Willow 
was used by our local Cattlewomen as 
they conducted Cattle Educational 
Programs. Over 1000 Kids came 
through the Cattle Barn that day. With 
Sunny's help they all touched and loved 
on Willow. A very long day for both. 

Between the two fair times, Willow 
was again used by the Cattlewomen. 
We traveled to local schools to conduct 
Educational Programs. After the 
educational program Sunny would take 
each class to the parking lot to pet 
Willow. 

At the Arkansas Cattlemen 
Convention in November Nanette was 
awarded a plaque for Educational 
Programs and Sunny a Trophy. Poor 
Willow was only talked about. 

As the new year begins our Dexters 
have already been invited back to the 
schools, plans are being made. We look 
forward to a busy year showing off our 
Dexters.+Gary Webb, Nanette Webb, 
Granny Bledsoe, and Sunny Smith. 

Dexter banner in use at the Arkansas State Fair 
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Germany 
---

Dear fellow breeders, 
First of all I wish you all, on behalf 

of the German Dexter breeders: 
A HEAL TIIY, WEALTHY, 

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND GOOD 
BREEDING SUCCESS IN 1997!!!!! 

To us 1996 was a normal breeding 
year with some good and some bad 
highlights. BSE was one of the bad 
ones. BSE has continued to influence 
badly the German cattle breeders as 
such, even us small hobby holders. The 
public, at the moment is still -AGAINST 
CATTLE- irrespective of the name of 
the breed and its origin~ although since 
autumn there was no negative report 
from the media. Meat consumption 
since December has slightly improved, 
not only for geese and turkeys. 

The majority of the German Dexter 
holders sell their meat privately amongst 
friends who group together and share a 
carcass or, the bigger ones sell via local 
butchers or go to the weekly market. 

The few English direct imports we 
still have in Germany alive (after 1988 
import was forbidden) are all registered 
with the state and must not be 
slaughtered by law; you have the option 
to keep them under state control and 
their direct offspring, or to have them 
killed under supervision. Generally you 
get some money from the ministry for 
killing your cattle, but as Germany is a 
federation of 15 independent states who 
have the official authority concerning 
agricultural questions, you get your 
money only, if there is any and so it 
differs from nothing to DM 3000.-
dependent on the state you live in, 
whether it is rich or poor. 

I am sure that BSE is also 
responsible that the German Dexter Soc. 
has not grown in 1996, although our 
cattle were advertised more often via 
media channels or were present at 
shows. We are stuck with 40-50 

members who may hold about 250 cows 
and about 50 bulls. As long as our 
society does not grow, we shall not have 
the money to afford a permanent office 
and to pay the secretary, who would 
have to run the business and its 
execution; you would also want 
breeding experts and judges in several 
parts of Germany in order to run a 
breeding business properly and 
independently. Although we are 
working on this project, I do not see that 
we shall have them quickly, because 
besides lack of money, there is lack of a 
vital interest of quite a number of 
breeders to make our society more 
efficient and professional. 

If we continue to work like we do 
now, it is hopeless to get our states 
approval to become an "officially 
approved breeding organization" as 
required by our national breeding law, 
which means that we cannot have a 
German Dexter Herdbook which is 
controlled by our society, nor can we 
issue certificates of pedigree. We also 
cannot show our animals in official 
national shows. 

After some years of lobbying - and 
this is one of the good highlights - the 
Beefcattle Breeding Societies of 
Germany (we have 15 of it, each state 
has got one) offered their willingness to 
establish Dexter herdbooks, if one 
becomes a member and accepts the 
rules. Under certain conditions they 
also accepted to include cattle with UK 
pedigree, who were born in Germany. 
By the end of 1996 about half of the 
German Dexter herds went into German 
herdbooks and here the Dexters now 
make friends with Highlands and 
Galloways, Salers and Aubracs, Luings, 
Charlolais and Zebus etc., etc. -quite a 
potpourri! We find it difficult that the 
beefcattle breeding experts are coming 
to judge our Dexters, but they are used 
to seeing and judging so many different 
breeds; so half of our members run the 
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risk. It is a matter of learning and we 
Dexter breeders can give them a hand in 
education. At least somebody comes 
and inspects regularly your bull and 
your cow and appears within some 
weeks to have a look at your new bull 
calf. 

We are now faced, however, with 
the problem that half of our members 
register in Germany, the other half 
register in England and some may 
register in both countries, which is 
confusing. I think we shall have to 
discuss this matter with the DCS. 

In order to have something to give 
to people who are interested in Dexters 
we have made a brochure, a copy of 
which I include. There is nothing in it 
that you do not know already and also it 
is written in german language. You may 
simply file it away under "news from 
other countries", but perhaps there is 
one or the other of your members who 
know a little German and have an 
interest to read it. 

Actually we have some nice cows, 
heifers and young bulls to sell, not 
many, but some. As we have exported 
already to other countries, also into non
EEC-countries, we have some knowhow 
as far as export execution is concerned. 
Should there be interest amongst your 
members for German born Dexters ex 
BSE free Germany, please do write to 
me, so that I can send you details. 

Please continue also in 1997 to send 
your bulletins, newsletters or any other 
valuable information. We appreciate 
your sendings very much and I thank 
you on behalf of our members. 

Goodbye for now. 
Sincerely yours, 

Erik Amme - Chairman 

From the German brochure: 

BUNDESRASSEVERBAND 
DEUTSCHER DEXTER-ZUCHTER 

UND -HALTER e. V. 
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Promoting Rare and Minority Breeds 
by Gabriella Nanci 

What do De>..'ter Cattle, Shetland 
Sheep, Jacob, Tennessee Fainting 
Goats, Guinea Hogs, and Navajo
Churro Sheep have in common? 
They are all rare or minority breeds 
that find their place in niche markets 
and family farms. I have raised all 
these breeds for a munber of years and 
have watched the same lack of 
foresight occur in individuals 
marketing them. 

When you purchase stock from a 
minority breed, you are all excited 
about them. You know the breed has 
traits that are both valuable and worth 
preserving. Yet, how is anyone else 
going to know about the breed, know 
you have them, or know they are 
worthwhile? You have to promote 
them. All by yourself. That's right. 
The association newsletter is not 
going to solve all your problems. 

There are several reasons why it 
is important to promote animals in 
your own area. Association members 
for minority breeds are few and far 
between. They usually already have 
breeding stock. Since they will have 
to be lured by a price low enough for 
them to buy stock when they could 
grow it themselves, and will no doubt 
have to travel several hundred miles 
to pick-it -up, you have to sell the 
animals at a lower price than you will 
locally. 

Here's a typical scenario. (I'm 
not making this up, I get calls like this 
all the time.) A person buys stock 
from a minority breed, has their first 
crop of kids/calves/lambs, and 
complains that they haven't received 
any calls from buyers. Yet, the owner 
has made little effort to let the world 
know they have these animals. 
(Somehow, they expect the phone to 
magically start ringing when the first 
offspring hits the ground.) At most, 
they have put a flyer up at a local feed 
store or in the local paper that says 
something like DEXTER CATTLE 
FOR SALE and a phone number. 

Since the public does not know what the 
reed is, why would they want to call? 
ter this, the breeder gives up, and runs 

n ad in the association newsletter for a 
idiculously low price, often dispersing 
he whole herd. 

THIS IS A VICIOUS CYCLE 
cause when people hear about the breed, 

hey usually contact the registry. The 
secretary sends them a packet that 
'ncludes the newsletter. Now, Mr. "Fifty

ollar-Cow-For-Sale" lives in Timbuktu, 
o the buyer goes into the breeders' 
irectory, finds a closer breeder and 
ontacts him or her, expecting to get the 
nimals at the same price, (and assuming 
hat the cheaply priced animal in the 
ewsletter was of breeding quality). In 
his way, the association newsletter 
ctually hurts the market. I'm sorry to 
ake that statement, but I've seen it 
appen with many breeds, and ·heard 
any breeders say, "I just wish they'd quit 

ning those ads ... " 
When you buy breeding-stock from a 

· nority breed, it is your responsibility to 
romote them locally. Call out the 
ewspapers and television stations. Write 
rticles for your local paper, take them to 
airs, and talk to the local 4-H and Future 
armers groups. Word of mouth is the 
ey word here. The media will invent 
atchy little phrases like, "Ever wonder 
here those little cartoons of milk come 
om, well, little cows of course." Some 
ople are insulted by such statements, but 

o publicity is bad publicity. Dexter = 

ittle family cow. This is your message. 
t's all people will remember anyway, and 

· you try to squeeze-in dress out weights 
nd milk production records, the media 
vill cut you off. Remember, it is often not 
he viewer/reader that calls, but some 
riend or relative he. mentions it to. When 
our first calf is born, call the media out 
gain; they need cute stories to intersperse 
ith the latest murders and robberies. Just 
ake sure your phone number is listed in 

he telephone directory. 
I sell all my juvenile stock from six 

inority breeds successfully every year, 

with very little advertising. Probably 
95% of my sales come from word of 
mouth, local newspaper articles, and 
flyers I've handed out at the fair. 
Remember, most people that respond to 
ads are looking for the animal anyway, 
so you' re not really creating a buyer, 
you might even be stealing a someone 
else's. 

Publicity is bread cast upon the 
water; I often get calls from people who 
saw my fair exhibits or articles four or 
five years ago, and have saved the 
information all that time! If you want to 
make a quick dollar, minority breeds are 
usually not the way to go. If you're in it 
for the long-haul, then start cre~ting 
your local market right away. If you 
don't know what a quality Dexters for, 
call around and find out what 
BREEDING stock of other breeds sells 
for. I don't mean drop-calves at the 
dairy, I mean quality brood cows, 
heifers, and bulls. (Around here, the 
4 -H kids regularly pay more for their 
weanling show steers than people have 
advertised Dexter cows for ) 
Remember, the association newsletters 
are not the appropriate place to dump
off stock that you could not sell 
elsewhere, and undercutting other 
breeders in advertisements hurts 
everyone's market. •!• 

8!J Mail 
Though we're behind on our plans 

to get a couple of Dexters, we've been 
learning a lot and enjoying the Bulletin. 

Regarding the National Meeting 
show and sale in Calgary - by all means 
encourage early hotel reservations. I 
went to the Stampede in '95, and 
booked my motel in December '94. My 
first 3 choices were already booked full 
and my fourth choice was almost full. I 
spent a whole week and had a wonderful 
time, there was always something to see 
and the people were so friendly, I plan 
on going again iiJ. a few years. Hope 
there' ll be Dexters there. • 

Patricia L. Parker 
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Dexter Cattle For Sale 

A.ndersons' 
Animals 

Practical Dexter cattle for the small farm and the acreage. 
Bred cows and heifers for sale. Red-duns and blacks. 

Paul Anderson 
773 Jesup St. 
Indianola, lA 50125 
(515) 961-6772 

FOR SALE: Black heifer calf, born 10/28/96 
K-RO Acres 
Bob and Kathy Smith 
351 Lighthall Road 
Fort Plain, NY 13339 
(518) 993-2823 
e-mail: kesmith@blacdisc.com 

For Sale: Two very nice calves. One black bull, calved 9-13-96 Small, select herd of Dexter cattle. Usually some for sale. 
and one dark brown bull, calved 9-13-96. Both calves are Specializing under 40", black and red/dun. 
dehorned. For more information contact: Kelvin Grove Stock Farms 

Stillwater Dexters James H. Brown 
996 Twp #553 Rd#2 15060 S.W. Hillsboro Hwy. 
Ashland, Ohio 44805 Hillsboro, OR 97123 
(419) 945-2458 (503) 628-1116 

Herd dispersal sale. Will offer volume pricing. 
Call evenings. 

Wee Gaelic Farm 
29417 - 22nd Ave. E. 

Roy; W A 98580 
(206) 843-2851 I (206) 752-9818 

For Sale: 3 Registered heifer calves, black, 2 short, l tall, 6-18 
mos. Must sell to prevent in-breeding. Also, 2 brood cows, 
black, proportionate, good mothers. Call and make an offer. 
Delivery can be arranged. Donna S. Martin 

Morgan Ridge Farm 
19615 Asheville Hwy. 
Landrum, S.C. 29356 
(864) 457-4916 

Calves, cows, and bulls. Embryos also available. All from 
certified and accredited herd by Ohio Dept. of Agriculture. 

Briar Hill Farm 
James G. Johnson 
4092 Broadview Rd. 
Richfield, OH 44288 
(216) 659-4861 

Jo - Ro Dexters 
Roger and Joan Kemp 

Box 922 
Grand Forks, B.C. 

Canada, VOH - IHO 
Ph. (604) 442-3402 

Bulls, Bulls, Bulls! All colors, types and sizes. 10 to choose 3 yr. old Red/dun cow with bull calf. Has been tnilked by hand 
from. We can fit your herd needs. and is gentle. 

Rainbow Hills Dexter Farm 
Jerry Starnes 
Rt. 13, Box 75 
Poplar Bluff, MO. 63901 
(573) 785-2719 or (816) 826-5645 

Hollow Creek Ranch 
Box 125 
Manti, UT. 84642 
(80 1) 835-1800 
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Dexter Cattle For Sale 

4 yr. old small black cow, two 2 yr. old small black heifers, 3 yr. 
old dun bull & 8 mo. old dun bull. All cattle under 40" tall, are 
dehorned and should calve in Spring of '97. Call evenings for 
details - pictures or video available upon request. 

Dexter Corner 
Tim O'Donnell 
R. R. 1, Box 296 
Altamont, IL 62411 
Ph: (618) 483-5081 

Heifer's, Cows, & Bulls 
Some Black, Mostly Red/Dun 
Cattle are in North Carolina 
Delivery possible in the South 

Jim Moody 

Snow Bird Mt. Dexters 
555-B N. 15th Street 
Immokalee, FL 33934 

Phone (941) 657-3464 
or (704) 367-9442 

For Sale: Very nice short well proportioned Black Bull. D.O.B. 
7/21196. Also a select few two years old Black Cows - some 
bred. All horned. 

Taking names for spring & summer calves. 

Please call in the evening 

Dinsmore Farm 
Ron & Gail Brinkley 
5455 U.S. 12 w 
Buchanan, MI 49107 
(616) 695-5320 

For Sale: Registered Dexters. Must downsize herd. Your choice 
of bred cows, cows with calves, bred heifers, steers, and bulls. All 
sizes and ages priced for immediate sale. Call for details at 
919-542-3339 or email to rhillfarm@aol.com 

John Clouse, 1873 Chatham Church Rd., Moncure, NC 27559. 

QUALITY DEXTERS 

Bright Meadows 
RRl 

Ladysmith, B.C., 
Canada VOR 2EO 

Carol Davidson 
(604) 245-4046 

BREEDING FOR CONFORMATION-SIZE-DISPOSITION 

Registered Dexter cattle. Cows, bulls, and calves. 
Elmer E. Templeton 
Rt. 1, Box 65 
Fleming, OH 45729 
(614) 373-4892 

For Sale: 
Herd sire, son of Saturn of Knotting, long legged, 

beefy. Also several long legged bred young cows, refined & 
calves, reasonable. 

Mark Weber 
(414) 684-1776 mornings 

For Sale: 
3 year old Registered Red/dun Dexter Bull. 38 inches 

tall. Also 2 short bull calves, one red/dun & one black. Contact: 
Ken Raspotnik 
Rt. 1, Box 335 A 
Ashland, WI 54806 
(715) 682-9240 

Red/Dun Dexter Bull 4 yrs. old. Very nice. 1996 Red/Dun & 
Black Bulls and Heifer calves. 

DavidLenz 
30302 Nature Rd. 
Royalton, MN 56373 
(320) 355-2369 

Smiling Johnson 
Dexter Headquarters 

P.O. Box441 
Elkhart, Kansas 67950 
Phone ( 405) 696-4836 

Stationed in the Oklahoma Panhandle 

Specializing in the 
original homed cattle 

under 40". Choice breeding 
stock, prices upon request. 
Breeding for the ultimate 

in flavor and low fat 
for the health conscious 

consumer. 
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Dexter Cattle For Sale 

THOMAS' DEXTERS 
AL & SANDI THOMAS 
P.O. BOX 135 
ANTELOPE, OR 97001 
PHONE/FAX (541) 489-3385 
*20 Years of Breeding Champion Dexters. 
*We are dedicated to the Breed, and its improvement. 
*Specializing in TRUE RED color, we believe we have the 
largest herd of Red/dun Dexters in North America. 
*Always have cows and heifers for sale. Check for availability 
of bulls, we only offer the best each year. 

REGISTERED DEXTER CATTLE-

HERD REDUCTION SALE- must sell (5) cows- bred for late 
Spring calving, and (3) heifers, aged 1 - 2 years. Some are show 
quality. Can arrange shipping. 

SALE OR TRADE 

Donna Martin 
Morgan Ridge Farm 
19615 Asheville Hwy 
Landrum, S.C. 29356 
(864) 457-4916 

Red/Dun herd bull, OOB 7/10/94, sire Rhea of Sunshine 
#4588 Dam Shome Premere #2832; long-bodied, medium height 
(est. 46"). Similarly built half-brother, black, 2 yr. old, also avlb. 
Photos and CORs avlb. Trans. negotiable. 

Williamsville, MO 
(573) 998-2488 

Texas Registered 
Stock 

Both Types of Registered 
Dexter Stock Usually Available 
For Sale 

We need more breeders in Texas. Therefore, if we don' t have the 
animal you want, we will hel ou fmd it from our Texas Breeders. 

Briscoe's DBL D Stock Farms 
Doyle & Delmoreen Briscoe 

8218W. FM93 
Belton, Texas 76513 

817-939-6016 

VIRGINIA 
Registered Dexter cattle, bred for well-proportioned 
conformation and good dispositions. 

Now offering a selection of horned Black Cows, Heifers and 
calves. 

Delivery services available. Dog Run Dexters 
Route 3 Box 5806 

Berryville, VA 22611 
(540) 955-4421 

Larry Higgins & 
Gwen Casey-Higgins 

Write or call: 

Major Herd Reduction Sale 

Davis Dexter Farm 
Rt 2 Box 87 
Ellendale, DE 19941 
(302) 422-1861 

Dexter Products For Sale 

HALTERS FOR DEXTERS 
HEIFERS/SM COWS & BULLS SMALL} 
MOST COWS!YOUNG BULLS MEDIUM} 
BULLS/LARGER COWS LARGE} $17.50 
BABY CALF HALTERS- $14.50 
NYLON WEBBING, UNDER CIDN-CHAIN. GREAT AT HOME OR 
SHOW. USE TO TIE OUT, LEAD, & TRAIN. 

BLACK, GREEN, BLUE OR RED 
CHECK OR M.O. WITH ORDER, POSTAGE WILL BE C.O.D. 
SEND TO: THOMAS' DEXTERS, BOX 135, ANTELOPE, OR 
97001 (541) 489-3385 

DEXTER AI BULL REVIEW 
A comprehensive collection of facts, statistics & 

extended pedigrees, with a photo (where available) of each bull 
and in many cases, additional photos of precursors and progeny. 

This booklet is a must have for anyone considering using Dexter 
AI bulls. 

$15 cdn I $10 U.S. includes shipping and postage. Order from: 
Index Marketing & Research Group 
Box 308 
Cassidy, BC, VOR 1HO 
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Dexter Semen For Sale 

se Lucifer of Knotting #3 182, 45" at 3 yrs. if you are looking 
a Top Red/dun Bull (Not Dun) to improve udders and milk 

v•vuu ... uv• in your herd. 
$30.00 ea. U.S. I - 5 straws 
$25.00 ea. U.S. 6 or more 

Paul & Judy Taylor 
P.O. Box 125 

Colinton, Alberta TOGORO 
Phone/Fax (403) 675-3831 
Cellular (403) 689-8360 

Collected by COBA/Select Sires from Jamie O'Callen, #1949. 
Black, proportionate type. Excellent disposition, 42" tall @ 39 
months. 

Briar Hill Farm 
James G. Johnson 
4092 Broadview Rd. 
Richfield, OH 44286 
(216) 659-4861 

OBJECTIVES 
OF THE AMERICAN DEXTER 

CATTLE ASSOCIATION 

To maintain the purity of Dexter cattle. 

To collect and publish information on Dexter 
cattle. 

To publish a Herd Book of purebred Dexter 
cattle. 

To promote the interest of breeders of Dexter 
cattle. 

Thomas' Reu' Grande'# 3847, 40" @ 3 yrs. Black w!RED/dWl genes. 
$20/straw + S & H. Available in Canada and U.S. International Export 
from Canada. 
Thomas' Magic Pride #3848, Black wiRED/dun genes. 40" @ 3 1/2 
yrs. $20/straw + S & H. U.S. sales only.. 
Red! Thomas' Prides Red Baron #4882, 42" @ 4 yrs. Very docile. 
$35/straw + S & H. Available for International Export from U.S. (NO 
Dun here!) Good dispositions, proportionate in confmnation. Blue or 
Champion witmers @ Dexter shows. Strong, correct feet & legs. 
Produce quality healthy offspring. No minimum purchase required. All 
costs C.O.D. Thomas' Dcxters,P.O. Box 135,Antelope, OR 97001 
Phone/or Fax (541) 489-3385 (note new State prefix#) 

Collected from Glencara Paddy, #3864 EX. Black, 44 1/2" tall, 
1050 lbs. @ 4 yrs. $15 I straw+ s & h. Note his offspring do 
not carry EX. 

Evelyn Colclough 
10418 16th St. East 
Edgewood, WA 98372 
(206) 927-4608 

Limited amount of semen available from Rhea of Sunshine, 
#4588. Red/dun, 38 1/2" tall, 670 lbs. @ 4 yrs. High proportion 
of heifers. First come, first serve. $20 per straw plus s & h . 

Rainbow Hills Dex1er Farm 
Rt. 2, Box 75 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 
(573) 785-2719 or (816) 826-5645 

Semen for United States and Canadian use: 

BEDFORD ROMARC RAMBLER #5449, black, 39" @ 18 mos. 
RIVERHILL SATURN'S GALAXY #5255, black, 43" @ 4 yrs. 
WEE GAELIC MR. O'TOOLE #5741 ,red/Dun, 45" @ 4 yrs. 
The above bulls are $20 US I straw, $25 Cdn. I straw, + S & H. 
CORNAHIR OUTLAW #6703, RED/dtm, 44" @ 4 yrs. (Irish import) 
$35 US ($45 Cdn.) 1 - 5 straws, $30 US ($40 Cdn.) 6 or more,+ S & H. 
SALTAIRE PLATINUM #6504P, black, POLLED, 42" at 3 yrs. 
(English import w/Fred Chesterley, WA), $30 US ($40 Ccln.) per straw. 
Note: orders for 6 or more straws of Platinum get free ship/handling. 
All these bulls are guaranteed free of dwarfism. All have good 
temperament, long bodies, deep frames and have produced outstanding 
calves. For more infom1ation and photographs, contact Carol Davidson, 
Bright Meadows, R.R. 1, Ladysmith, B.C., Canada or call: 
(604) 245-4046. 
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$ 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

AMERICAN DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION 
January 1 - December 31, 1996 $ 

Balance on hand (1-1 - 96) 
Income: 

Registrations (610) 
Transfers (506) 
Annual Meeting, Show & Sale 
1996 Dues (362) 
1996 New Members & Dues (117) 
Late Registrations (38) 
Advertising 
Promotional Items 
1997 Dues 
A. I. Registrations (25) 
"Kerry & Dexter Cattle" Books sold (13) 
Dexter Cattle Books (Thrower) sold (44) 
Dexter Cattle Books (Hays) sold (39) 
Subscriptions 
Interest 
1998 Dues (2) 
1999 Dues (1) 
Inner Herd Transfers (2) 
IRS Refund Check 

Total Income 
Grand Total 

Expenses : 
Annual Meeting 
Bulletin Expense 
Secretarial Stipend 
Postage 
Reprint of Dexter Cattle Books (Thrower) 
Herd Books 
Printing Costs 
New Banners for Regions 
Insurance Premium 
Bulletin Editor Stipend 
Advertising 
supplies 
Promotion Items 
Registration, transfer & membership overpayment 
Canadian Exchange (Adjustments) 
Computer Repair 
Accounting CPA Annual Review 
Legal Expenses 
ALBC Donation 
Regional Meeting Expense Region 1 
Bad Check 
Memorial 
Delaware Secretary of State 
Safety Deposit Box 
Tax Preparation 

Total Expenses 
Total Income + $1,244 . 45 

Cash on hand January 1, 1997 

$13,123.00 
8,670.00 
7 , 902 . 00 
7,297.75 
3,520 . 00 
1 , 300.00 
1,090 . 00 

963.41 
827. 00 
539.00 
409 . 00 
396 . 00 
348.40 
90.00 
81.72 
40.00 
20.00 
20.00 
5.04 

$26,550.28 

$46,642 . 32 
$73,192 . 60 

$ 8 , 211 . 67 
8, 168 . 63 
7 ,457 . 00 
4 ,553.72 
3 , 342.13 
3 ,225 . 63 
2 ,004.43 
1,588.00 
1,565.00 
1 , 200.00 
1,130.40 

959. 7 7 
365 . 95 
360 . 00 
291 . 29 
257 . 09 
200.00 
182.00 
100 . 00 

77 . 16 
63.00 
35.00 
20.00 
20 . 00 
20 . 00 

$45,397.87 $45,397.87 

$27,794.73 
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Information 

Books For Sale 
The Life and Times of Dexters 

by Ted Neal 
A full color book about Dexters direct from England. 

$27.50 check or money order. 

Dexter Cattle 
by John Hays - USA 

$7.95 per copy, plus $1.55 postage and handling. 

The Dexter Cow 
and Cattle Keeping on a Small Scale 

by Dr. William Thrower - England 
$9.00 each, postage paid. 

Kerry and Dexter Cattle 
and other ancient Irish breeds, 

A history 
by Patrick Leonard Curran 

Lecturer, Faculty of Agriculture University College, 
Dublin Council Member, 

Royal Dublin Society, 1990 
$25 

Please order all books from: 
Rosemary Fleharty, Secretary 

American Dexter Cattle Association 
Route 1, Box 378 

Concordia, MO 64020 

dr'ak~foumwn 
Advertising pertaining to the sale of semen in the Bulletin, 
requires one to state the height of the bull from the shoulder to 
the ground and the age at which the height was recorded. The 
bloodtype for any bull being used out-of-herd AI. must be on 
file with the ADCA 

~ 
Classified advertisements of Dexter cattle or Dexter semen is 

$5.00 for up to a 2" column ad or $25.00 per year for six issues. 
Ads over 2" up to 4" are $10 per ad or $50.00 per year for six 
issues. All ads are limited to Dexters exclusively and subject to 
approval by the ADCA Make all checks payable to the 
American Dexter Cattle Association. Please submit payment 
with your ad and send to: 

P.O. Box 1091 
Lee's Summit, MO 64063 

All transactions are between buyer and seller. The 
Association trusts both will use their own good judgement and 
exercise the highest of integrity. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
o9he ~~ r!Ju&n 

The Bulletin welcomes articles and letters from the 
membership. Those published may be edited for length and 
clarity. 

The reviews and opinions expressed in the Bulletin are those 
of the authors and may or may not agree with the American 
Dexter Cattle Association. The Association assumes no 
responsibility for technical data published by independent 
authors. 

Send letters and articles to the editor: 

Richard Henry 
P.O. Box 1091 

Lee's Summit, MO 64063 

Fee Schedule 

Cost of Registrations: 
Cows up to 1 yr. old ... ............................. ........... $20.00 
Bulls up to 2 yrs. old ......... .. ............................... $20.00 
Cows over 1 yr. old ......................... .. ................. $40.00 
Bulls over 2 yrs. old ........................................... $40.00 
Animals from AI. sires add ................................. $1.00 

Cost ofTransfers: 
Regular transfers ........................... .................... $20.00 
Inner-herd transfers .................................. .. ... .... $10.00 

Registration and transfers for non members .................. $100.00 
:========================================! New membership (owning registered Dexters) ................ $30 .00 

All Ads Due April 25 

~ ~me&~-. 

Associate membership (not owning Dexter cattle) ........... $30.00 
Annual renewal (for all memberships) ............................ $20.00 
Subscriber (Bulletin only) ............................................... $10.00 
Names for registration cannot exceed 21 characters 
The tattoo code letter for 1997 is "G" 1!: "( :(_.~; S!Jay! 



Page 16 

Learn bow to bitch your Dexter to a donkey on page four. 

The Dexter Bulletin March I April 

Richard Henry, Editor 
P.O. Box 1091 
Lee's Summit, MO 64063 

JOHN S. MERRIFIELD 
5634 NE 12TH ST 
NEWTON KS 67114-9450 

'·''··'···'···''···''·'··''·'···'··'·'·'·''·····''·' 

Please Fonvard I Address Correction Requested 

The Dexter Bulletin 
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~· SEDALIA, 6530 I 
Blk. Rte. 
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