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Dexters Successfully Compete As Working
Steers, by Kathy Smith

Last July when the Green Mountain | showmanship for his age group on

State of Vermont was living up to its
reputation, alive with living color, it
was our pleasure to be able to watch the
New England Ox Teamsters Annual
Pull.  To carry around some free
advertising, I was wearing my Dexter
Cattle Association shirt, and hoping for
a few inquiries. Surprisingly I hadn't
even sat down on the bleachers before 1
heard a voice say, "Looks like the
Dexter people are here" It was a
woman named Sabrina Matteson from
Epsom, New Hampshire. The word
Dexter jumped right out at her because
her son, Myles, was showing a pair of
Dexter steers, Rex and Dun.

As an owner of Dexter oxen myself,
I couldn't wait to see them, and I wasn't
disappointed. They carried along the
impish Dexter qualities as they strolled
around the ring, and they weren't
bashful about making a bit of noise now
and again. They were super tame, yet
maybe a little scrappy and inquisitive
when another team might nudge too
close. Rex and Dun secem like
characters with character!

These steers came out of the Amy
Record herd of Recordbridge when they
just about two months old, and were
taken to the Hopkinton Fair in New
Hampshire right away. The Mattesons
wanted to begin the socialization
process so necessary for any animals,
but especially show animals. As they
appear in the photos last July, the steers
were two years and two months old, and
weighed in the morning pull at 1,030
pounds.

The Ox Teamsters Pull is a three
day event featuring both the distance
and the 6-foot pull, as well as classes in
fitting and showmanship, and obstacle
classes. Myles took first in fitting and

Friday, and then put in some fine
pulling in the distance competition on
Saturday hauling the load of 75% of
their weight, 374 feet and 3 inches. It
was enough to bring them in 5th. In
addition their other achievements were
2nd in the Cart class, and Myles
received the Teamster Award for Most
Points Accumulated and the Best
Sportsmanship award.

Other honors came their way over
the summer of 1996. Rex and Dun are
formidable competition in the Best
Matched classes, and even the
Mattesons have to look closely to know
who is who. Last summer they won
every Best Matched class that they
entered, which was a total of five.
While winning the Best Matched for
their weight class, one judge
commented that, "Nobody can even tell
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them apart anyway."

Myles’ fine work with these Dexter
steers qualified him to be on the New
Hampshire State Ox Team and go on to
competition at the Eastern States Expo
in  Springfield, Massachusetts in
September. At this competition they
came in 3rd overall in junior
competition, and tied for 4th in the
overall competition among juniors and
seniors. According to Myles’ father, the
judge summed up this event by saying
something like, “This is the only place
in the United States that I know of
where there’s organized, interstate ox
competition like this, and for that matter
in the world. So I guess we should call
these kids world champions of ox
competition.” I'm sure sorry that I
missed that show, but I'm glad to be
able to report that Dexters were so well
represented. Continued on page 4

Waiting for the awards to be given for the cart class, Myles lined Rex and Dun up
with the other yokes. Rex expressed his disapproval for the time it was all taking.
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American Dexter Cattle Association

Route 1, Box 378
Concordia, MO 64020

President

1997 Officers

V'ice President Secretary - Treasurer

R.S. “Shep” Springer James Johnson

708 Inverness Rd. 4092 Broadview Rd.
Ft. Collins, CO 80524 Richfield, OH 44286
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Resional Directors

Missouri and Illinois
Billie D. Watkins, Route 2, Box 148, Lexington, IL 61753

Oregon and Idaho
John P. Wolf, 14437 Evans Valley Rd., Silverton, OR 97381

Washington, British Columbia, Hawaii, and Alaska

Fred Chesterley, 4178 West Rd., Blaine, WA 98230

Carol Davidson, Bright Meadows, RR 1, Ladysmith, BC VOR 2EO
Colorado. Nebraska, Wyoming, and Utah

Montana, Alberta, and Saskatchawan
Cathy Nelson, Box 418, Marwayne, Alberta, Canada TOB 2XO

Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas
Marvin Johnson, P.O. Box 441, Elkhart, KS 67950

Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio
June Osters, 8446 Shepherd Road, Macedonia, OH 44056

Rosemary Fleharty

Rt. 1, Box 378

Concordia, MO 64020

(816) 463-7704

Available after 5:30 PM CST and weekends

(309) 365-5611

(503) 873-6034

(360) 332-8579

(250) 245-4046

Currently vacant

(403) 847-2628

(405) 696-4836

(216) 467-0832

Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, N. Carolina, S. Carolina, and Tennessee

Jim Moody, 555 B N 15 Street, Immokalee, FL. 33934

California, Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico
Bill Kirkland, 8636 Berry Road, Wilton, CA 95693

(813) 657-3464

(916) 687-7986

Pennsylvania, W. Virginia. Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, and Deleware

Gwen Casey Higgins, Route 3, Box 5806, Berryville, VA 22611

New Jersey and New York
Kathleen Smith, RD3, Box 107A, Ft. Plain, NY 13339

(540) 955-4421

(518) 993-2823

Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont

Gary Williams, Box 243 AA, Penobscot, ME 04476

North & South Dakota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Manitoba
Paul Anderson, 773 Jesup St., Indianola, IA 50125

Michigan, Ontario. Quebec, and Eastern Provinces
Pat Mitchell, 7164 Barry Street, Hudsonville, MI 49426

(207) 326-4717

(515) 961-6772

(616) 875-7494
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From the President : 1997 ADCA National Meeting ;

*

I hope that you all have had an :
Show and Sale *

*

*
x
enjovable Holiday Season and that you
i1l e i a prosperous 1997, *
VL CHET oS SDIORS T e e e e e e e e e ek sk ek ke ek ok

Here are the results of the elections

for new Directors:

Region 5 - Cathy Nelson

Region 10 - Gwen Casey Higgins
Region 11 - Kathy Smith will serve
another term.

Region 12 - Gary Williams

Region 14 - Pat Mitchell

We had no nominations for a Director
in Region 4 so there is no one on the
Board from this Region, Are there any
volunteers or suggestions?

Plans are progressing for the 1997
Annual General Meeting in Calgary,
Alberta Canada July 11-13. Since this
includes a show and sale during the
World Famous Calgary Stampede, you
must meet the reservation deadline
noted in this Bulletin. If you are
planning to fly [ would suggest that you
do not wait too long to make your
airline reservations. Costs appear to be
high but the US dollar is presently
worth about $1.35 in Canada. Consider
this in planning your overall expense.
The prices quoted are Canadian money.

I will not be a candidate for re-
election for the office of President in
July. This is because of our move and
getting settled in our new community.
We want to explore the meaning of the
word Retired.

It isn’t too early to get your
suggestions for the agenda at the AGM
to me as time goes by quickly. The
agenda is to be published in the May
Bulletin. The date of our move is
dependent on the sale of our property in
Colorado. We will be without a phone
for a short time and our mail might be a
little slow catching up with us. This is
all the more reason for you to get your
agenda items to me as soon as possible.

See you in Calgary!

R.S. “Shep,” Springer
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BOOK YOUR ROOM/RV SPACE
WITHOUT DELAY !

Hotel: The Highlander, 1818-16th
Avenue NW. Calgary, AB, T2M 0LS8.

Telephone: 1-800-661-9564 toll free,
or 1-403-947-2155, Fax 947-2291.
$99 Cdn ADCA members

(approximately $65 US), w/dbl and
hide-a-bed.  Exhibitors must show
Stampede Exhibitors badge at sign-in.

RV : Calgary West KOA, Box 10, Site

| 12, SS1. Calgary, AB, T2M 4N3.

Telephone: 1-800-291-5797 toll free.
or 1-403-288-0411, Fax 286-1612.
From $15 Cdn with no hookup to $25
Cdn with full hookup ($10-$18 US).
Facilities include

showers, grocery, etc.

Transport: Airport to hotel: Red Top
Shuitle. Hotel to Stampede: LRT
(rapid rail) direct to grounds. KOA to
Stampede: Stampede Express direct to
grounds, or 5 minute drive 1o
Highlander Hotel, free parking.

Trailers: All stock trailers parked
FREE at the Highlander Hotel.

ALL ACCOMMODATION IN
CALGARY DURING STAMPEDE
WEEK ISAT A PREMIUM.

Exhibitors reserve July 9-12 or 13th.
AGM participants reserve July 11 &12.
Identify yourself as from the ADCA.
Final cutoff for hotel reservations is
Feb. 28. KOA is usually fully booked
by early March, so get going!

STOCK SHOW PRIZE LIST
Information on entry closing dates
(mid-May), fees, classes (heifer calf,
yearling, 2-yr, and mature cow; bull

laundry, pool, |

calf, yearling and 2 yr; get of sire (3):
breeders group (4): Reserve and Grand
Champion, prize money. livestock
regulations,  health  requirements,
stalling, feeding and bedding, and
general rules. TO RECEIVE YOUR
COPY, APPLY TO US BEFORE
FEBRUARY 28TH.

ADMISSION (last year)
Exhibitors: gate passes were $21.50 and
are applied for on entry application.
Daily admission was Senior (65+) $4;
Adult $8; Youth (13-17) $7 and Child
(7-12) $4, all in Cdn funds. (For US
discount one/third.)

STAMPEDE SPECIAL EVENTS
Info on, and reservations for rodeo,
chuckwagon races and grandstand show
available from Grandstand Ticket
Office, Calgary Exhibition and
Stampede, Box 2820, Calgary, AB, T2P
2M7, 1-800-661-1767 or 403-269-9822,
Fax - 403-233-9736.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT:
AGM/97 Chairman: Carol Davidson,
Director, Region 5. Bright Meadows,
RR 1, Ladysmith, B. C.. Canada, TOM
0GO, telephone: 1-250-245-4046; Fax
1-250-245-7474.

Accommodation Convenor: Monique
Schmaltz, PO Box 353, Beiscker, AB.
Canada, TOM 0GO, telephone: 1-403-
947-2155; Fax 1-403-947-3766.

Show Convenor: Allyn Nelson, Box 2,
Colinton, AB, Canada, ROG 0RO,
telephone: 1-403-675-9295, Fax 1-
403-675-2634.

g’@#
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Dexters Successfully Compete As Working Steers
Continued from front page

It sounds like there must of been a run on bulls up there at Recordridge and that they’re all being put to good use. Myles has
taken on an additional pair of calves, Sean and Cyrus, and Myles’ younger brother, Tucker, has started training a pair of Dexter
calves he calls Calvin and Hobbes. Not to be overrun by Dexters, older brother, Tyler, tends towards the larger breed of Simmentals
to train for his oxen.

I think we owe some thanks to these fine, young ox teamsters for all of their work with Dexters, as well as thanks to mom and
dad, Sabrina and Gary, for all of their efforts. At just twelve years old last summer and headed for the 7th grade, Myles really did
himself proud. Rex and Dun, well, they did us all proud.

If you’re lucky enough to be at a fair next summer in New England, keep a lookout for the Matteson men and their sturdy teams
of Dexter steers.

All photographs front, back cover, pages 4 and 5 courtesy of Kathy Smith, Regional Director for NY and NJ.

It was worth the wait because they left with the red Spending some time among the other teamsters, Myles
ribbon for 2nd place in the cart class at the NE Ox stroked Rex and an admirer came over by Dun to
Teamsters Pull. investigate this different breed.

With Myles calling the commands, Rex and Dun bring Hooked and starting up the load, they’re off for the other
the load down to cross the white line on one end of the end of the ring,
ring.
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As soon as the front of the drag touches the white line, it’s As they bring the skid around to the Haw, notice how they
time to turn and not waste any time, but it’s a hurry-up- use the tops of their necks to lift up on the load and also
and-rest kind of competition. here Myles is starting to pull it ahead.

bring the steers around to the left, “Haw?”.

Taking a breather before starting the load up again and
heading out for the other end of the ring.

LITTLE BRAME

In January of ‘96’ I entered Mr. Johnson’s contest and won the steer. When we got to his house it seemed to take forever
to choose one. I finally chose a short-legged black steer with curiosity and a nice set of horns.

The steer was easy to train. With an easy temperament and a few other things, including a little encouragement, we got
along OK. The steer only gave me trouble when he was hungry, I guess that’s usual for any cow, and after a few weeks that
almost came to an end. My brother and I named the steer “Little Brave”; well that sure did fit the steer. I wanted to name him
“Beag Dubh” Gaelic for little black, but Little Brave was easier.

At the fair we lost our camera so we have no pictures of Little Brave right now. Also at the fair my dad clipped Little
Brave for the first, and last, time. In Showmanship Little Brave slipped on the floor, but not as bad as the kid before me! I got a
red in showmanship, and a blue in show. I had to put brass tips on his horns because people feared for their animals. At the show
the judge said that my steer was too small, and I was already in the smallest weight class there was! Now people are trying to put
together a Dexter class; I hope there will be one. I love these small cows and hope to raise them at some point in my life.

Sincerely; Matthew Gesner
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The World of Dexters ¢

This cow is definitely not mad
by Michael Durham

Woody. Polly and Clematis are only
one-third the size of normal British
dairy cows. and with a much longer
pedigree. Yet they could hold the key to
eradicating mad cow disease. The
miniature beasts on a farm in Kent are
Dexters. one of only three breeds of

cattie—all rare and of Irish
extraction—that are entirely free of
BSE.

Owner Diane Smith and the Dexter
Cattle Socicty are now pressing the
Ministry of Agriculture to investigate
whether a gene in a Dexter. absent from
more common breeds such as the
Friesians, makes it resistant to the
disease. So far the Ministry has
declined to spend the £1.000 Dexter
breeders say the initial tests would
cost—little more than the compensation
paid to a farmer for killing one cow in
the current beef cull.

About 3,000 Dexters are believed to

remain in Britain, some in commercial
herds and others as family pets.
Thought to date back to the Bronze Age,
they are efficient milk producers. and
devotees say Dexter steak is
delicious—as well as guaranteed BSE-
free.

Only two other breeds, Kerry and
Irish Moiled, are known to be BSE-free
and both are also rare, Celtic-style
animals. There arc only 200 Irish
Moiled, according to the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust, and about 500 Kerrys.
Breeders say the coincidence merits
investigation, despite the small
numbers. ‘“Dexters have certainly been
exposed to contaminated feed, yet there
has never been a single case of BSE,”
said Mrs. Smith, whose herd of 60 is
among the biggest in Britain. “The
Ministry knows that. They have never
tried to find out why. They are sticking
their heads in the sand.”

Donald Maclntyre. a vet in Bute,
Scotland. who keeps six Dexter cattle

said: “A number of other breeds with
even smaller numbers have had cases of
BSE. so perhaps there is something
about these Celtic cattle. We have been
lobbying the Ministry to test for genetic
variations. If we could find a gene for
resistance or non-susceptibility to BSE,
it could have a huge effect.” Meat
lovers are queuing up to buy ‘rare’ beef
at specialist butchers. David Lishman,
who sells rare breeds meat at his
butcher's in Ilkley, West Yorkshire,
said:  “People are happy to buy
something that costs a little bit more but
tastes a lot better., We are selling more
beef than ever—BSE has done us more
good than harm.”

The Ministry of Agriculture said it
had twice carried out genetic research
on cattle and BSE and could look at it
again next year. “But genetic
fingerprinting is a huge subject and
needs very thorough research. It could
be like looking for a needle in a
haystack.” From "The Observer,” 10/27/96.%%

FROM A “NEW” DEXTER FAMILY by Scott Gesner

We had looked at several breeds of
cattle for our small farm but leaned
towards either Dexters or Highlands.
We visited the Fleharty’s last January
and were impressed. We also read in the
Bulletin that Marvin Johnson was
offering a chance for a child to win a
steer to show in county fair. My son
Matthew aka Arlo entered and was
thrilled to win! In late February we went
out and got the steer (promptly named
Little Brave) and two open heifers.

We are in a 4-H club which is super-
competitive in beef with lots of high-
dollar folks who show constantly. Itis a
good learning environment but Dexters
are sort of puzzling to folks who live and
die for the show ring and the “packer’s
box”.

September articles on “Feeding
Dexter Steers™ were very interesting to
me. Our steer was a yearling and was
separated from the others to be fed out.
He had a tendency to go off feed and to
bloat when on feed so figures on feed

consumption/conversion and cost of gain
were almost useless. As to weights, he
was about 400 when brought home, 450
when weighed at spring show on May 1st
and 695 at Douglas County Fair in early
August. Gain was calculated at only
1.81 Ibs ADG between spring show and
fair, Obviously we need to work on the
feeding program in the future.

We took the steer to the processor on
Nov. 20 (age 20 months). This was
delayed a little while as I wanted to see
what size could be reached. It was also
hard to make arrangements to get just
one steer carcass graded. Live weight
was 800 Ibs., rail weight 468 for a raw
yield of 58%. Yield grade was 3.3 due to
a little extra backfat and interior fat.
Carcass was graded choice even and
comments were favorable.

I think in our area there is a good
opportunity to sell sides and quarters in
some market segments, I believe that
small cuts of quality beef can sell at a
premium in urban/suburban settings

where there are health conscious and
prosperous folks. This is even more
promising if raised without hormones,
steroids, subclinical antibiotics etc. if
marketed as such. This avoids the
centralized “packer’s box” dilemma
where absolute uniformity is required.
The advantage of the Dexter is a small
well-finished carcass as opposed to just
butchering larger cattle at a lighter
weight or buying a big “dinosaur”.

We are submitting some rib-eye
samples to Kansas State University for
Taste/ Tenderness testing and I will
report on this as results are available.

We also hope to have our own class
at Fair next year, We could not sell at
premium auction as there is a 1000 lb.
minimum. A Dexter is a finished animal
at 750 so this works against us. Arlo did
well and received compliments on his
knowledge, but the showring rewards a
conformation which is lacking in our
Dexters.
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A Bttt FOR GTORM BY AMY HAYNER

I recently had an experience I
thought was very instructive.

I had previously bought a young
bull from John Clouse of North
Carolina. He said nobody ever let him
know, after the sale, if they were pleased
or not with his bulls. So I promised.

Sure enough, this Fall, I contacted
him and told him how pleased I was
with the little bull, He had an excellent
disposition and was kind to the other
animals. He had an excellent appetite,
and eagerly ate all the scraps from my
kitchen garden - big woody turnips,

half-rotten Chinese cabbage, carrot |

tops. 1 even caught him trying to
vacuum the sweet fennel fronds through
the protective chicken wire.

“Yes, yes.,” said John a trifle
impatiently. “But what does he look
like?”

“Well,” I hesitated. “He looks
exactly like a Chesapeake Bay retriever
with horns. BIG horns.”

Silence. “He sure didn’t grow
much, did he?” John mused.

“No,” I said defensively. “But none
of the cows have hollered since he’s
been here. Evidently he’s big enough.
And you should see his horns! A foot
long and just beginning to turn, I think
all the milk he’s been getting has
stimulated —"

“What!
John.

“He nurses the cows. He'll outgrow
it I'm sure. Must mean they've got
good milk.”

At this point John began a short
lecture on aberrant behavior in herd
bulls, terminating abruptly into T-
bones.

“But he's so mnice.” I said
miserably.

“Didn’t matter a bit,” John said
heartlessly. “He wasn’t what I needed
for a herd bull.” While I sat silently,
absorbing this depressing news., he
started cataloging the young stock on
his place. After awhile, I became aware
that he was offering these for sale.

What milk!” sputtered

“Well, it might take me awhile to
sell him,” I hedged.

He continued describing a young
bull that sounded perfect. Yes, he was
very friendly. Yes, his mother was
friendly as well. Excellent bloodlines;
longer legs— “1 sure would like to have
him,” 1 said.

“We can do that.” John said. |
protested that he wouldn’t get as much
for this bull, at the price of beef now, as
he would want for the younger. “We
won’t discuss that.” John said.

He asked when 1 wanted him.
“When can you bring him?” 1 replied.
So in very short order, John was
backing his horse trailer up to my little
sheep pen, that held a thoroughly
irritated little bull.

The loading went very well,
considering the enthusiastic help given
by my young English Shepherd and
ineffective hand-flapping by myself.
John finally shut us behind a moveable
piece of fence, and took things in hand.
It went very quickly after that; my poor
little peasant stumped into his side of
the trailer, scraping his horns down
both sides.

And then, out of the other stall,

stepped a young prince. He's the color
of a new pair of penny - loafers, and in
every way is twice the bull as the first.
Even as young as he is; only 8 months.

“Well,” said John, anxiously.
“What do you think?”

I shut my mouth, that had been
hanging open, and told him exactly
what I thought.

Just like I'm telling you. He saved
me from years of discouragement and
trouble, trying to keep the first bull
away from fresh cows. He has certainly
taken a loss monetarily; the bull he
traded me 1s not even in the same class
as the first— and the only money he
would accept was for the vet check and
the gas for the delivery, 3 1/2 hour drive
- one way.

1 have been a little discouraged
about the prospects for the Dexter breed
here in America. [I've read all the
bickering about trifling matters of horns
and color, and the fears that hobbyist
breeders might try to breed tiny,
unhealthy animals and ruin the Dexter’s
image, but as long as people of this
calibre are involved in the organization,
it’ll do just fine. #

Storm cow is due to calf the middle of January. Be warned!
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Milking Rosie by Sarah Gilmour

My first introduction to Dexter
cattle was when I went to visit my sister
in South Africa, It is a popular breed
there and she and her family had a cow
and her calf. The cow and calf had been
separated at birth and my sister milked
the cow twice a day getting
approximately 10 liters (two and a half
gallons) of milk per day. The calf got
half of this from a bucket and thus never
came to associate his mother with a
milk source. My sister weaned the calf
after three months and continued to
milk the cow until six weeks before the
next calf was born. My most vivid
memory of my sister’s Dexter cow was
loading her into the back of their small
pickup truck to take her to another farm
to be looked after while we took a short
vacation,

My husband, Lee, and I decided to
get a heifer a couple of years ago. We
were attracted to Dexters because of
their small size, their docile nature,
their hardiness and because they are a
dual purpose and a minor breed. We
wanted both milk and beef and the

Dexter seemed to be an ideal family |

cow. We purchased our Dexter heifer.
Rosie, in the summer of 1995 from Jim
Johnson; she was bred in the fall and
produced a bull calf, Robbie, in August
1996. I was on my way to a meeting in
Oregon when Robbie was born and I
learned of his birth when I checked into
the hotel and found a phone message
from Lee back home which read “Rosie
had her calf.”

I made my first attempt at milking
Rosie upon my return to Michigan. I
would do as Tess and the milkmaids in
“Tess of the d'Urbervilles” did, just go
out into the pasture with my bucket and
milk her while she stood contentedly
chewing her cud. Wrong: she did not
want to stand still for this. Rosie and I
had a little game of chase round a tree
with Robbie standing by watching.

Next I tried tempting her with hay and |

tying her to the tree, but she did not like
that either. I finally attached a rope to

her halter and led her to the barn where |

I could tie her up with some hay in her
feeder and she stood still long enough
for me to get about a pint of milk from
her.

I had decided to keep Robbie and
Rosie and to milk her only once a day as
I did not want or need 10 liters of milk
a day and we cannot legally sell raw
milk in Michigan. In the beginning I
separated the two of them when T got
home from work and milked just before
[ went to bed. This worked all right in
the beginning, once the two of them got
used to being separated, but then after a
while I found that three hours was not
enough time for Rosie to produce
enough milk to make it worth my while
milking her. Not only that but a cow
that still has a calf nursing from her
does not let down all her milk as I

subsequently learned. In fact sometimes |

Rosie would not let down her milk at all
which [ found very frustrating at times.
I looked into tricks to getting cows to let
down: washing the teats with a warm
wet cloth, massaging the udder,
punching the udder as the calf does,
rubbing the vulva (hmm!), but to no
avail, I then found I could introduce
Robbie to her and while he sucked from
one teat I would milk from another.
That was all right for a little while until
I got his milky slobber on my hands and
decided to leave him to his meal in
peace.

I finally hit on the solution and now
have a system that works for me. I
separate Rosie and Robbie before I go to
bed. They are used to it now and no
longer bellow loudly for one another.
At 6:00 a.m, I go down to the barn with
my milk pail in hand, give Rosie a
scoop of “Meco Cow” and while she
eats it I milk her. She will stand still
long enough for me to get as much milk
asIcan. Ithen let Robbie in with her so
he can drink the milk that Rosie did not
let down. I now get 1-2 quarts of milk
a day which keeps us in milk, yoghurt
and cheese. I have also learned the hard

way to watch Rosie’s feet so she does
not kick the bucket over and to keep the
pail of milk away from the cats so they
do not knock over the bucket and spill
all the milk. The milk is not as creamy
as I would like, presumably as the
creamy stuff is what Robbie gets, but I
suppose it's healthier that way. I am not
sure for how long Robbie will continue
to nurse, nor what will happen to my
system once he is weaned, but I hope to
continue to milk Rosie until close to her
producing her second calf. %

dDaeb thunder cause

milk to turn sour?

The popular belief  that
thunderstorms cause milk to turn sour 1s
very old, In 1739 John Mottley
published Joe Miller’s Jests, or Wit's
Vade Mecum (commonly called Joe
Miller’s Joke Book), which contained
more than a thousand jokes, each with a
serial number. No. 997 asserted that
“the celebrated organist Abbe Vegler”
once imitated “a thunderstorm so well
that for miles round all the milk turned
sour.” The belief may have a slight

| foundation in fact. In 1939 scientists in

Toledo, Ohio, announced that they
could sour milk by sound waves and
then sweeten it again by reversing the
process. Originally the belief was that
the electricity in the atmosphere during
a thunderstorm caused the milk to sour
sooner than it normally would. There
used to be a notion that an electrical

. storm had the same effect on beer. It is

probable, however, that there is not
much connection between thunder and
the souring of milk. Thunderstorms
frequently occur toward the end of hot
summer days. On such days milk is also
likely to sour. This may be the only
connection between the storm and the
souring of milk, which is caused by the
growth of bacteria. ¢

From A Book About A Thousand Things
by George Stimpson




The Dexter Bulletin

Page 9

Dexter Production On The Small Farm
by Cathy Nelson, Region V Director

My family and I live on five acres
in eastern Alberta, about level with
Edmonton. With a young family, I
believed it was important to stay at
home. Even though I could reduce our
expenses with fresh, canned and frozen
produce from our large garden, what we
needed was something for me to do
from home that would help replace our
second income.

We looked around, and decided on
livestock. With only five acres, we
needed something practical, small,
thrifty and able to pay its way. For a
while, I raised goats for milk and a
specialty meat market. I found the goats
difficult to manage (fencing), and the
market seasonal, so I investigated other
livestock options, and decided on
Dexters.

Our Riverhill herd of Dexters was
started in 1984. What a wise step this
was: our Dexters sure pay their way!
To keep the demand up, we have tried
to breed quality animals. Besides all the
milk and other products we raise from
our Dexters, we also have the income
from the sale of purebred breeding

stock. Because I am handling my
cows on a daily basis, they are very
easy to manage,

All my Dexter cows are trained to
be hand milked, and because of the
volume of output, I milk only one cow
at a time. I find it easier to separate
the calf from the cow I’'m milking, so
I put her calf on whichever other
Dexter cow is fresh at the same time.
I keep both calves in a pen, and allow
the nurse cow in twice a day for them
to suckle. Some of my cows have so
much milk that I buy in a beef calf to
double suckle the Dexter, and I treat
these calves the same way. All these
calves are fed additional grain and
hay,

I usually get on average about
three and a half to four gallons of
milk a day two to threc months into
lactation from the cow I'm milking,
Milk is used in the house either fresh,
or as butter and cottage cheese.
Surplus milk is used to raise our pork
and broiler chickens. Believe it or
not, our grocery bill is never more
than $125 a month, thanks to the

Riverhill Saturn’s Galaxy

garden and our Dexters and the extras
the Dexters raise or provide!

The Dexter beef we sell is
flavorsome and of high quality. All the
surplus meats (beef, pork, chicken)
raised by our Dexters are marketed as
home-grown, organic farm-gate sales,
and the money realized from this, along
with the savings on our own meat and
the monies from purebred sales more
than adequately compensate us for my
not working outside the farm.

There is no doubt that when
managed for production, the Dexter is a
very viable “small” farm animal. <

©

Looking Forward To 1997

Has been a good year for Dexter
cattle sales from the Smiling Johnson
Ranch. = The market held when
commercial cattle prices dropped. Fed
out seven head of steers for butcher.
Did not have enough for all the people
who wanted premium beef.

Did not retire at 62 so Anadarko
Pet. moved my office to Lib. Now I
drive 60 miles to report to work as
Division Production Supervisor. Now I
get paid to put out fires, ha!

With more advertising I foresee
great thing’s for American Dexter
cattle.

Looking forward to 1997!

Smiling
Marvin B. Johnson
Director for Region 6

©OOOLOLOOLOOOOOLO®

“Meanwhile we did our nightly chores,
Brought in the wood from out of doors,
Littered the stalls, and from the mows
Raked down the herd’s -grass for the
cows.”

From Snowbound by John
Greenleaf Whittier.

Ed
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- Dexter Cattle For Sale

Andersons’
Animals

Practical Dexter cattle for the small farm and the acreage.
Bred cows and heifers for sale. Red-duns and blacks.
Paul Anderson
773 Jesup St.
Indianola, TA 50125
(515) 961-6772

FOR SALE: Black heifer calf, born 10/28/96
K-RO Acres

Bob and Kathy Smith

351 Lighthall Road

Fort Plain, NY 13339

(518) 993-2823

e-mail: kesmith@blacdisc.com

Starter herd: Two registered, black, horned cows and a black,
horned heifer calf. Great, friendly, healthy cows. $1200 for the
three.

Arch Tower Farm

RR 1 Box 1329

Thorndike, Maine 04986

Small, select herd of Dexter cattle. Usually some for sale.
Specializing under 40", black and red/dun.

Kelvin Grove Stock Farms

James H. Brown

15060 S.W. Hillsboro Hwy.

Hillsboro, OR 97123

(503) 628-1116

Herd dispersal sale. Will offer volume pricing.
Call evenings.

Wee Gaelic Farm
29417 - 22nd Ave. E.
Roy, WA 98580
(206) 843-2851 / (206) 752-9818

GREAT SALE: DEXTER'’S
Registered dehorned black bull and cow. Bull - #4021. Manitou
P-Bar Toby. Born 2/9/89. Short, great breeder was $1100, Cow
- #2935, Bricoe's Eleanor. Born 1/29/85. Was $600. - Buy the
pair for $1100.

Jerry Sewrook

712 Hermosa
Chaparral, NM 88021
(505) 824-4357

For Sale: 3 Registered heifer calves, black, 2 short, 1 tall, 6-18
mos. Must sell to prevent in-breeding. Also, 2 brood cows,
black, proportionate, good mothers. Call and make an offer.
Delivery can be arranged. Donna S. Martin

Morgan Ridge Farm

19615 Asheville Hwy.
Landrum, S.C. 29356
(864) 457-4916

Jo - Ro Dexters
Roger and Joan Kemp
Box 922
Grand Forks, B.C.
Canada, VOH - 1HO
Ph. (604) 442-3402

Bulls, Bulls, Bulls! All colors, types and sizes.
from. We can fit your herd needs.

Rainbow Hills Dexter Farm

Jerry Starnes

Rt. 13, Box 75

Poplar Bluff, MO. 63901

(573) 785-2719 or (816) 826-5645

10 to choose

Upland Dexters & D3 Dexters offer for sale, dual registered
Dexter bred cows & heifers. yearling & 2 yr. old bulls; short &
long leg, black or red/dun.

Donna Hutchinson

Gen Del Rimbey TOC 2JO
Alta, Canada

(403) 843-3076
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Dexter Cattle For Sale

YEAR END CLEARANCE SALE
6 MO. -5 YRS.: open & bred females
both black and red/dun available

Carol Davidson
Bright Meadows
RR 1
Ladysmith, B.C..
Canada VOR 2EO
(604) 245-4046

Registered Dexter cattle. Cows, bulls, and calves.
Elmer E. Templeton
Rt. 1, Box 65
Fleming, OH 45729
(614) 373-4892

Heifer’s, Cows. & Bulls
Some Black, Mostly Red/Dun
Cattle are in North Carolina
Delivery possible in the South
Snow Bird Mt, Dexters
555-B N. 15th Street
Immokalee, FL 33934

Phone (941) 657-3464

Jim Moody or (704) 367-9442

Special thanks to the Atlanta Zoo for using our Rainbow Hills
heifers in their farm display!
Rainbow Hills Dexter Farm
Jerry Starnes
Rt. 13, Box 75
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

For Sale: Very nice short well proportioned Black Bull. D.O.B.
7/21/96. Also a select few two vears old Black Cows - some
bred. All horned.
Taking names for spring & summer calves.
Dinsmore Farm
Ron & Gail Brinkley
5455US. 12w
Buchanan. MI 49107

Please call in the evening (616) 695-5320

Registered Dexter cattle.
Black. Both short and tall.

Lazy L Ranch

Larry Crompton

3871 Skyhawk Lane

Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 446-4880

Cows. bulls, and calves.

Red/Dun Dexter Bull 4 yrs. old. Very nice. 1996 Red/Dun &
Black Bulls and Heifer calves.

David Lenz

30302 Nature Rd.

Royalton, MN 56373

(320) 355-2369

For Sale: Registered Dexter bull calves - 1 black, born 2/11/96; 1
red/dun born 4/27/96, and 1 red/dun born 6/2/96; also several
1996 steer calves for your own beef production. Would like to
buy or will consider a trade for a registered red/dun bull calf
(1996) for future herd bull.

Call John Clouse, (919) 542-3339 or e-mail rhillfarm@aol.com

QUALITY DEXTERS

Bright Meadows
RR 1
Ladysmith, B.C.,
Canada VOR 2EO
Carol Davidson
(604) 245-4046

BREEDING FOR CONFORMATION-SIZE-DISPOSITION

m

oV

m Smiling Johnson

&/ Dexter Headquarters
P.O. Box 441

Elkhart, Kansas 67950

Phone (405) 696-4836
Stationed in the Oklahoma Panhandle

Specializing in the
original horned cattle
under 40", Choice breeding
stock, prices upon request.
Breeding for the ultimate
in flavor and low fat
for the health conscious
consumer,




Page 12

The Dexter Bulletin

Dexter Cattle For Sale “

THOMAS’ DEXTERS

AL & SANDI THOMAS

P.O. BOX 135

ANTELOPE, OR 97001

PHONE/FAX (541) 489-3385

*20 Years of Breeding Champion Dexters.
*We are dedicated to the Breed, and its improvement.
*Specializing in TRUE RED color, we believe we have the
largest herd of Red/dun Dexters in North America.

*Always have cows and heifers for sale. Check for availability
of bulls, we only offer the best each vear.

*Please note our new State Telephone Prefix number (541).

VIRGINIA

Registered Dexter cattle, bred for
conformation and good dispositions.

well-proportioned

Now offering a selection of horned Black Cows, Heifers and
calves.

Dog Run Dexters

Route 3 Box 5806
Berryville, VA 22611
(540) 955-4421

Delivery services available,

Larry Higgins &
Gwen Casey-Higgins

For Sale: Hubbell’s Geronimo. A small to medium size yearling
bull, DOB 9-19-95. Red/Dun in color. Ready for light service.
“Geronimo” has excellent conformation and an outstanding
disposition. He is well mannered, ties, loads & clips without fuss.
For pedigree, photo’s & additional info contact:

Slavka Perrone
Serendipity Farm
8703 Murray Rd

Red Creek, NY 13143
(315) 947-6912

Since we will be moving next spring, it is necessary to reduce
our herd. Cattle of all ages available. Some special offers - buy
5 females get a non related bull free. Realistic prices.

R.S. “Shep” & Mary Springer
708 Inverness Rd.

Fort Collins, CO 80524
(970) 484-2711

Registered Dexter cows. bulls & calves
Richard C. Keep of Ninepipe Farm
1394 Olsen Road - Charlo, MT 59824 - (406) 644-2642
Also available for custom hauling

Herd reduction sale: bred cows, heifers and bull.
Deliveries negotiable. Call day/eve. or leave message.
Deryl Schibbelhute
La Junta, Colorado
1601 Himebaugh
(719) 384-5257

Texas Registered
Stock

Both Types of Registered
Dexter Stock Usually Available
For Sale

We need more breeders in Texas. Therefore, if we don’t have the
animal you want, we will help you find it from our Texas Breeders.

Registered Dexter cattle for sale: heifer & bull calves, bred
heifers & cows, and bulls, red/dun or black, short or tall,
large number to choose from.

Dale Friedrich

PO Box 111
Antelope, MT 59211
(406) 286-5289

Dave Friedrich
4704 Hwy 16 S
Antelope, MT 59211
(406) 286-5219

Briscoe’s DBL D Stock Farms

Doyle & Delmoreen Briscoe
8218 W. FM 93
Belton, Texas 76513
817-939-6016

Llanfair’s Polgeron - bull
DOB 5-18-94
Color: Black/red
Head protuberance: Polled/horned
Temperament: Very gentle
Height: 44"
The first polled Dexter bull in North America and a beaut.
For pictures, etc., write: F. D. Chesterley
4178 West Road
Blaine, WA 98230

Special thanks to Mrs. Gary Webb of Benton, Arkansas, for
her choice of black heifers to go with Rainbow Hills bull Tar
Baby. Jerry Starnes




The Dexter Bulletin Page 13

Dexter Cattle For Sale Dexter Semen For Sale

Thomas’ Reu’ Grande’ # 3847, 40" @ 3 yrs. Black w/RED/dun genes.
, . $20/straw + S & H. Available in Canada and U.S. International Export
Major Herd Reduction Sale N
Thomas’ Magic Pride #3848, Black w/RED/dun genes. 40" @ 3 1/2
Write or call: yrs. $20/straw + S & H. U.S. sales only.

Davis Dexter Farm Red! Thomas’ Prides Red Baron #4882, 42" @ 4 yrs. Very docile.

Rt. 2 Box 87 $35/straw + S & H. Available for Intermational Export from U.S. (NO

Ellendale, DE 19941 Dun here!) Good dispositions, proportionate in confirmation. Blue or

(302) 422-1861 Champion winners @ Dexter shows. Strong, correct feet & legs.

Produce quality healthy offspring. No minimum purchase required. All

costs C.0.D.Thomas’ Dexters,P.O. Box 135,Antelope, OR 97001
JSVVVVVVVUVVVY U_U_U_U_g Phone/or Fax (541) 489-3385 (note new State prefix #)

Moving? <«

Please send change of

55

Collected from Glencara Paddy, #3864 EX. Black, 44 1/2" tall,
1050 Ibs. @ 4 yrs. $15/straw +s & h. Note his offspring do

=

C 2

g address to Rosemary: Sl not carry EX.

g ,H Route 1, Box 378 é Evelyn Colclough

C| Ce Concordia, MO 64020 | 10418 T6:h 5t East

5 c Edgewood, WA 98372

N A A AN AN AA N AR AN A AN AN A A AL (206) 927-4608

3“:_'3 Ciaessssbeseeraentabata s Cratsssrasasesnans . Limited amount of semen available from Rhea of Sunshine,

: £ #4588, Red/dun, 38 1/2" tall, 670 lbs. @ 4 yrs. High proportion
Annual Dues Renewal . |of heifers. First come, first serve. $20 per straw plus s & h.

E Rainbow Hills Dexter Farm
s . yia 4 Rt. 2, Box 75
: It’s time to submit annual me@berSMp : Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
: dues of $20. Please send payment to: : (573) 785-2719 or (816) 826-5645

American Dexter Cattle Association
. Route 1, Box 378
Concordia, MO 64020

= Semen for United States and Canadian use:
o INGIEIS ) ascnisvmivsnniassssnssiss SRR
BEDFORD ROMARC RAMBLER #5449, black, 39" @ 18 mos.
RIVERHILL SATURN'S GALAXY #5255, black, 43" @ 4 yrs.
WEE GAELIC MR. O'TOOLE #5741, red/Dun, 45" @ 4 yrs.

: The above bulls are $20 US / straw, $25 Cdn. / straw, + S & H.
T 00T E L TR (- B ot A e S RO By~ A CORNAHIR OUTLAW #6703, RED/dun, 44" @ 4 yrs. (Irish import)
: $35 US (845 Cdn.) 1 - 5 straws, $30 US (340 Cdn.) 6 or more, + S & H.
: 3 SALTAIRE PLATINUM #6504P, black, POLLED, 42" at 3 yrs.
: oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo Bensenw » (English imp(}rt “’/Fred Chesterley; WA)’ $30 US (340 Cdﬂ_) per Straw.
. Note: orders for 6 or more straws of Platinum get free ship/handling.

o S e A i K 714 R S T All these bulls are guaranteed free of dwarfism. All have good
3 p g

5 temperament, long bodies, deep frames and have produced outstanding
5 : calves. For more information and photographs, contact Carol Davidson,
2 PRORE......oiiiiiiii s . Bright Meadows, R.R. 1, Ladysmith, B.C., Canada or call:
. . (604) 245-4046. .

: Thank You! :
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Dexter Semen For Sale

Use Lucifer of Knotting #3182, 45" at 3 yrs. if you are looking
for a Top Red/dun Bull (Not Dun) to improve udders and milk
production in your herd.

$30.00 ea. U.S. 1 -5 straws

$25.00 ea. U.S. 6 or more

Paul & Judy Taylor
P.0. Box 125
Colinton, Alberta TOGORO
Phone/Fax (403) 675-3831
Cellular (403) 689-8360

Dexter Products For Sale

HALTERS FOR DEXTERS

HEIFERS/SM COWS & BULLS SMALL}
MOST COWS/YOUNG BULLS MEDIUM}
BULLS/LARGER COWS LARGE} $17.00
NYLON WEBBING, UNDER CHIN-CHAIN. GREAT AT HOME OR
SHOW. USE TO TIE OUT, LEAD, & TRAIN.

BLACK, GREEN, BLUE OR RED
CHECK OR M.O. WITH ORDER, POSTAGE WILL BE C.O.D.
SEND TO: THOMAS’ DEXTERS, BOX 135, ANTELOPE, OR
97001 (541) 489-3385

DEXTER Al BULL REVIEW
A comprehensive collection of facts, statistics &
extended pedigrees, with a photo (where available) of each bull
and in many cases, additional photos of precursors and progeny.

This booklet is a must have for anyone considering using Dexter
Al bulls.

$15 cdn/ $10 U.S. includes shipping and postage. Order from:
Index Marketing & Research Group
Box 308
Cassidy, BC, VOR 1HO

VWAV

FFrom the Evitor

A special thanks to all of those that contributed to ma/g
this first issue of 1997! 1was sent some well written articles
this time and if there’s any mistakes in any of them that
would be my fault, as I put some of this together on New
Year’s eve. It looks like it’s going to be a very positive year
for Dexters.

There was an underwhelming response to the limerick
contest as there was no response. It appears that there may%
not be many Dexter poets. Even though I could use a new
Jjacket myself, I thought it best since we're beginning a new
year to extend and expand the contest. There’s now going
to be three categories: one for best article, best photo, and
best Dexter poem, and will be sclected from all the
contributions to the Bulletin in the upcoming year.

g
:

zthcrc s lots of time to send what you have to the Bullcnn

and you just might win a jacket as the best of 97,

We can give away jackets because we're saving all this
money sending the Bulletin by bulk mail. On the first try
during the holidays I didn’t hear many complaints about
lateness but I understand four people didn’t receive their
issue. Out of approximately 600 copies sent, to have only 4
glitches doesn’t seem too bad unless you happen to be one
of the four. When we were using first class mailing one
person wasn’t receiving his at all so we are checking what
we can and trying to figure out where these missing issues
are going. Let us know if you're having a problem
receiving yours.

If you want to include a photograph with your ad and
do one like the Taylors’ it’s $6 extra for the printing cost

year’s Dexter show and sale Shep was out there with a
scoop shovel and one member commented that you
wouldn’t see the President of the Angus Association out
there mucking. That’s what makes Shep and the Dexter
family of breeders more special than them. If our next
President can wield a shovel as good as Shep the
Association will be in excellent hands.

If you're planning on attending this year’'s AGM it’ sé
very important that you make your reservations now. I
understand that there’s a great many people that attend the
Calgary Stampede so hotel space is limited if not impossible
to obtain later on. Stampede doesn’t sound to me like
something normally a person wants to be in, but since this
one has Dexters it should be fun and I'm looking forward to
being there.

Thanks again to everyone that contributed to this issue.

I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season and has a
great Dexter year!

3

Richard Henry

SV VIV VAWV VAWVAAAAAAAAARAAAANNANA,

and is usable all year.
g I’m sorry to hear that Shep is going to retire. After last
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Books For Sale

The Life and Times of Dexters
by Ted Neal
A full color book about Dexters direct from England.
$27.50 check or money order.

Dexter Cattle
by John Hays - USA
$7.95 per copy, plus $1.55 postage and handling.

The Dexter Cow

and Cattle Keeping on a Small Scale
by Dr. William Thrower - England
$9.00 each, postage paid.

Kerry and Dexter Cattle

and other ancient Irish breeds,

A history
by Patrick Leonard Curran
Lecturer, Faculty of Agriculture University College,
Dublin Council Member,
Royal Dublin Society, 1990
$25

Please order all books from:
Rosemary Fleharty, Secretary
American Dexter Cattle Association
Route 1, Box 378
Concordia, MO 64020

OUdverlising
Classified advertisements of Dexter cattle or Dexter semen is

$5.00 for up to a 2" column ad or $25.00 per year for six issues.
Ads over 2" up to 4" are $10 per ad or $50.00 per year for six
issues. All ads are limited to Dexters exclusively and subject to
approval by the ADCA. Make all checks payable to the
American Dexter Cattle Association. Please submit payment
with your ad and send to:

P.0O. Box 1091

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063
All transactions are between buyer and seller. The

Association trusts both will use their own good judgement and
exercise the highest of integrity.

( E R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R RN AR RS EERR LR

e Deatorx Pulletin

The Bulletin welcomes articles and letters from the
membership. Those published may be edited for length and
clarity.

The reviews and opinions expressed in the Bulletin are those
of the authors and may or may not agree with the American
Dexter Cattle Association. The Association assumes no
responsibility for technical data published by independent
authors.

Send letters and articles to the editor:

Richard Henry
P.O. Box 1091
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063

o

( /if—r reqeeremenli /_/f derer

Advertising pertaining to the sale of semen in the Bulletin,
requires one to state the height of the bull from the shoulder to
the ground and the age at which the height was recorded. The
bloodtype for any bull being used out-of-herd A.I. must be on
file with the ADCA.

All Ads Due February 25

Fee Schedule

Cost of Registrations:
Cowsupito Lytsold v e s misns it $20.00
BullS Do s Ol e $20.00
Cows Over N Ol s e s $40.00
Bulls over 2918 0ld oo mess e $40.00
Animals from AL siresadd ... $1.00
Cost of Transfers:
) BT U5 S R0 e e e | $20.00
Inner=herd transfers.. ... musnmoriirmmiimimig $10.00
Registration and transfers for non members ................. $100.00
New membership (owning registered Dexters) ............... $30.00
Associate membership (not owning Dexter cattle) ........... $30.00
Annual renewal (for all memberships) ............coceeiiniinns $20.00
Subscriber (Bulletin Only) ....c.oviimmivisiimasminmmnimrin $10.00

| | Names for registration cannot exceed 21 characters
'The tattoo code letter for 1997 is “G”
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And when the pulling was over, it was time for some affection, sort of male bonding with the guys after a job well done.
Myles Matteson with Rex and Dun during their successful 1996 show season.

The Dexter Bulletin Jan./Feb. e——a-
PAID
Richard Henry, Editor %
P.O. Box 1091 SEDALIA, 65301
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 Blk. Rte.

John S. Merrifield

5634 NE 12th St
Newton KS 67114-9450

Llfodenhsiladblidbdadaddabibiindlababidlal

Please Forward / Address Correction Requested
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