
July, 1977 

T .-1 E B U L L E 1:' I N · 
of 

The American Dexter Cattle A::;::;ociation 
Decorah, Iowa 

REGRETS ! ! 

The editor regrets that there haven't been any issue::; of The Bulletin recently . Job, 
farm , and other business activities have demanded ::;o much time that is ·was impossible 
to compile The Bulletin. 

REGIONAL MEETINGS 

?our very fine regional meetings were held between the July, 1976 annual meeting, 
and December 3 1. These meetings were held at Bridgewater Corners, VT, Boulder, 
C O, and Georgetown, DE. Followine ic a brief :::;ummary of each meeting: 

Bridgewater Corners, VT - September 11, 1976 - Eighteen people, all 
Dexter enthusiasts, converged on V!ilmer Schnell to ~~articipate in the first New ~ngland 
Regional Ivleetine of the American Dexter Cattle As:::;ociation. Ylilmer Schnell, the 
Reeional Director, led the discussion, dealing with characteristics and traits of Dexter s. 
!-Ie was later asoisted by i\tlark DaviG in a discussion of the association's organization 
and opera~ion. Following a very fine lunch, Stephen Roberts , DVM of Woodstock, VT, 
author of the text on obstetrics in Veterinary Medicine, spoke on breeding of Dexter::; 
and the problem of bulldog calves . Dr. Roberts referred to the work that had been 
done by Crewe'::; in 1923- 2~. Dr . Roberts pointed out that bulldog!J (dwarfism) do not 
see,m to occur at a hieher rate in Dexter::; than any other breed . 

Editor'::; Note -.Dr . l.i'redrick Hutt, Syracuse Univer.:;ity, worked on dwarfism in 
Dexter:;., His findines were that in breedinc short- to long-legged animals and vice­
ver .:;a , that the lethal eene would remain a rece:; ::;ive trait . 

Boulder , CO- October 16, 1976 - Sixteen Dexter admirers convened at the 
redclence of John :-Ioward to meet and learn from Frank McCabe, Regional Director, 
~-Ielen Debruyne, and Far.z Walther . Mr . McCabe related ::;orne of hi::; fourteen years of 
experiences with Dexters, in addition to registration, artificial insemination, and 
bulldoggin:; . Helen Debruyne ::;poke on calf and cow nutrition, care of young animab , 
inclucling preventative maintenance against worm::; and insects. Hans Walther spoke 
on raisine and milking Dexter::; in Colorado, which was of paramount interest to all . 

Georgetown, D£- October 30, 1976 - Approximately eighte~n people met at 
the Univer:Jity of Delaware Agricultural Substation to hear VHlliam Hende r son, 3ussex 
County Extension· Agent talk about care and feeding of Dexters . After Mr. . Henderson's 
presentation, Mark Davis, Regionai Director, displayed and discusaed different piece::; 
of equi~)ment that· are especially uaeful when working with Dexters . Following lunch, 
the group went to Bill Gray'::; farm to look at hi::; Dexter::; , as well as to see Dr • .Robert 
~-Iermann's slide::; of Dexters in England . 

Bloomsbury, NJ - Tony Pre::;sens, Regional Director for Eastern Pennsylvania­
New J er scy , held a meeting at his place in the late fall . The primary purpo..;e of the 
meeting wa:::: to develop an or gani:>;ational structure for the purpose of management. 
Tony is to be commended for hi::; tremendous enthusiasm sine~ his appoin tment a::; a 
Director in Pitt:::burgh. 

TY!O REGIOl,JAL 1\t.EETING.J SCH.CDULED 

Auguot 27, 1977- 12:00"Noon- Boulder , Colorado- John Howard's Farm 
2049 N . 95th Street 

~··opic: Anima-l Genetic~ 
Call 303-~65-1137 if you can attend! 
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!viARKET PLACZ 

Bulls for .Jale 

/11680 Color ado Ulyc::;eo - 10/l'J/74 
jfl84:4 Ile'I.V Jersey Cripple Lush- 4/ 19/76 
;';!J4S New Jer:;ey ~(aber Ike - 3/29/76 

•:~ New Jersey A llicerville - 2/4/77 
•:c New Je r s ey Shawan~~unk - 1/30/77 

':'Reciotration pendinc 

~ull calf- '.J/2-.J/7 7 

8 year- old herd bull 

NE'.'! HERD DOO:< 

-' 

Langdon- -:->enbyre Dexter 
Breeder::; 
One Uni ve.r ohy Place 
Hackensack, NJ 0760 1 
Phone: ~01-4C7-3700 

R oLert \"! ri~ht ..... 
R . D. # 1 
Allecheny Road 
Mt. Bethd, PA 
Phone: 717 - J97-0::w·3 

Daisy !vloore 
Decorah, IA 

! : 

By the time that you receive thio Bulletin, the new herd look will be just about r eady 
to deliver to Decorah. I sug3eot that you contact your re~ional di r ector for par tic u lars . 
Thio v1i1l eliminate a great deal of wor~~ for Vlro . Ivioore . 

NEY! MEHBERS CLA:JS - SU:CSCRI~ING MEM::.ERSl-IIP 

The Board of Directorc o.t the Pitt::;Lur:'h meetin:_ e~tablbhed a new oub::;cribin~ 
memLer::;hip cla::;:::; . T hi:::; cla::;:::; entitlec the member to receive the Bulletin and any 
other free pul:lications from the A::;oociation. The fee for this· class io $ 3. 00/year . 
It io open to non-meml:cr, non-breeders only . In the event that a non- member acquir es 
ctoc:~, this $3 . 00 annual fee will be applied towarda the memLerchip fee in the yea1· 
of acquicition of stoc~ • Justification for thic is to help defray the incr easinc costs 
for thic puUication. 

. I 

Fran:: YT ells McCa:. e and Po.lmer 1iull Lan~don we1e nominated by the directors at the 
annual meetinc in Pittol urch to be the recipient::; of life memLer ::;hips fo r the many­
valued contri1utiono to the Aocociation. l oth men have ::;erved in the capacity of 
director, ao well a::; pre cident of the A ::;oociation. 

DO YOU v.rANT TO _-iAVE HEIFER CALV.i£:3? 

Pe r haps thi::; article from the New Yorl: Times may lend come insight into breeding 
to produce heifer c •• • •••• •• •••••••••••• 

In the New Yor k Times on September 14 , 1971 , the Britioh writer Roald 
Dahl revealed. a hidden truth to a largely innocent world that catapulted a farmer he 
had named Rummino into the tiny ranko of the world:::;hakers (Cope r nicus , Newton, 
Freud) . 

Dahl, in an article titled "Ah!Sw~et t<yntery of Life , at La3t I've Found Thee", 
de ::;cribed a technique that R umm ino caid had enabled him to produce an average of 
"9G per cent heifers year in year out" from 1915 to 19<16 . 
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At hb farm on the outskirts of the village of Great Missenden, England, Rumrr..i!ls ex· 

plained it this way: If you want a heifer, you face your cow into the sun before insem.in<> 
tion. In the "sort of swimming race" that ensues, the sun pulls the hull's female 
sf.ie:r·n to the cow' c egg faster than the male cperm- -much the way the moon co:1trolr. 
th~ tides. 

To produce a bull calf, simply point the CO\V away from the sun. 

. . 
Rummins 1 reco-rd s for the 32 years preceding 1947, when Dahl learned the secret; 
"Heifer calveo .•• 2516. Bull calvec~ •. 56 . " 

If there is still a · reoidue of doubt about the validity of this insight- - though why the,:e 
should be, one cannot imagine- -Dahl how offers the following (excerpted) letter, ja:eiy 
r~ce?.ved , to set it to rest: 

H. A. Bradley and Sons 
Huntingfield Farm, Bradenham, Thetford, Norfoll~ 1P25 7QN 
17 November 1976 

Dear Mr . Dahl, 
Approximately a year ago you vnote an article . .. called "Ah Swec->t MysteJ7 

0f Life . .. 11 concerning the determination of the sex of calves. 
At the.tim~, we were desperate bec?.use v;e were cpending a lot of m:Jnr;~; 

on nominating high ·premium bulls (artii icial inse;:n:.nation) to ect gocd replace::-.1c~t 
stoc:: for our Dairy Herd, but we were consictentl~r getting a ve:·y !~igh ::nopo~:~io...·-.:1 . -~ 
bull calves . 

Our inscminator invariably calls at mid -day, and the crush the .c:cv"s ?.r : 
inseminated in faces north. The ·ccws are therc£o~:e facing out of the sun duri::1.g in .. 

· semination which',' according· to your article, ·would indeed· ptoclucc bv.ll calv~G. . . 
Your article did not -come to·. our c>.tt~ntion until after we ha.d r.tartec QU.r 19( ~­

mating proeramme. Before we read it, we had already had 6 co,vo insenina";cd in 
the crus b facing_ r..orth. Vl e had ala o put 17 cow n out to run with the bulJ c-.rd i (lr-,'!'j_ 1 t 

expect he minds which way he and the cow arc !'.acing. 
At this poi::1t, vvhen we had a :urther 24 cown to be inoeminatP.d: w•~ rc:-.-i . 

the article, not without a deal of interest a.~d of cou:roe skepdcicm= Hc·.v"ver: l~.o'~r-.:.!1;: 

ventured nothinc c;ained , so we decided to turn our cruch rotmd oo th':".t t:.-1<> C07vc fac.cd · 
south and into tl1R · cun. · l · 

Needle~c to say, this cau:::;~d great x5d!cule and merriment among c.·~:· .::· ·•.":n .:,: 
and aloo with the Artificial Insemination 3ervice , b ·.:t not witl'l our "vet V!ho. :::;e>~d t!~i-:: 
anything·was possible. · · 

The results to date from. the cows facin~ south have aotodch('-:! uc a~.d 1<~ 
all our ridiculers speechless. Here are our total 1976 results: 

-- 6 cows inGeminated fa.cing north (before reading a:rbr::le) •. 3 b•J..}l s , ? ~K=f ... ..:· r 

--17 cow::: running with the bull (before reading article) .. J.J. 'bul.:o , S h ·,i:O.:-::.,· : 
-- 24 inseminations facing scuth .. 4 bulls, 20 heifey::; ~ 
The ·interesting thing io of cou.:::-se that had we not hc:d i:he comp3.ric:on to 

.".1.2-kc in the same year v1ith 'the 6 th::tt faced north and the 17 ~. ,.mnir.g with tl::r.: •.ulJ.~ tl1( .: 

e;~pe:rtb would have been able to sa.y the.~ it wa::: sirr..ply a fortunate year. No·.v thcv ; .... T 

at 2.. loss for an explanation. In an·/ event, for t unate year or not, your n.rtick rae 
certainly bumped up our heifer replacements ar..d for tha.t we th<~nk you. 

Youro cincerely, John P . Bra<.:ley 

American Dexter Cattle Aocociation 
?.OC .J. \'! alnut Street 
Milford , DE 1 ')963 
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July 1977 Talisman Farm 
Box 108 
Comptche , California 95427 

Purebred ReJ?;iotered Dexte r s Available for Purchase 

NA!viE BORN ADCA REGI3TRA TIOir NO. 

Five heifer calveo: 
Talisman T~mperance 
Talisman Tiffany 
Talisman Tallulah 
Talisman Timber Girl 
Talisman Touchay 

Available August at $500 . 00 

One yearling heifer: 
Talisman Alfreda 

4/11/ 77 
4/ 14/77 
1-.:/22/77 
5/13/77 
5/19/77 

6/2/ 76 

Available E r ed Septem ber/October $COO . 00 

One bull : 
TAM Peerlccc Fortune 
( "-Xer !Jchel") 

4/1/74 

.Jo far has produced C heiferc out of 9 calves . 
Asking $750. 00 

Pending 
Pendin0 
Pending 
Pendinrr 

v 

Penclinc 

lGl?. 

1657 

All price c F . 0 . B . Comptche , C a l ifor nia . Trannpor tation for reasonable 
distances can be provided on terms to be arranged. 

Reply to Box lOC, Comptche , California 95~27 
or telephone (707) 93 7-030 l Fridays through 
ht!ondays only . 

Jolm :-Iays 
Regional Director ADCA 

FOR SALE : 

Two Co .... v::; Registered 

One Bull Reciote red 

~·~wo Bull Calves Recently born - recistration pendinc 

Y!ill cell entire herd for $2. , 000 . 00 

Contact: Raymond .Jhadic 
i'Io . .2dgecomb, 
iviaine 01556 
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